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the windpipe and the esophagus; however, if
they were left then this is permissible.
Kicking violently and blood gushing out, af-
ter the windpipe and esophagus are being cut,
are signs of the animal's stable life, which
is a condition for the meat to be considered
lawful to eat.

Upon slaughtering an animal, five things are
recommended:

First, invoking the name of Allah at the
moment of slaughtering. Second, sending
prayers upon the Prophet (PBUH). Third,
facing the Qibla. Fourth, making Takbir.
Fifth, asking Allah for acceptance. Allah the
Almighty says {What means}: “So eat of
(meats) on which God’s name hath been pro-
nounced” {Al-An'am, 118}. Anas said that God’s
Messenger sacrificed with his own hand two
horned rams which were white with black
markings, mentioned God’s name and said,
“God is most great.” He added: I saw him
placing his foot on their sides and saying, “In
the name of God. God is most great.” Tranf-
mitted by {Bukhari and Muslim.} Narrated *Aisha:
A group of people said to the Prophet, “Some
people bring us meat and we do not know
whether they have mentioned Allah’s Name
or not on slaughtering the animal.” He said,
“Mention Allah’s Name on it and eat.” This
Hadith indicates that invoking the name of
Allah upon slaughtering isn't an obligation.
In addition, amongst the key recommended
matters when slaughtering an animal are:
1-Not terrifying the animal prior to slaugh-
tering it.

2-Not slaughtering an animal in front of oth-
er animals.

3-Offering water to the animal to be slaugh-
tered.

4-Sharpening the knife before slaughtering
to guarantee that the windpipe, the esopha-
gus, and the jugular veins are cut off as quick

and painless as possible. This is because the
Messenger of Allah said:

“Verily, Allah has prescribed proficiency in
all things. Thus, if you kill, kill in the least
painful manner you can; and when you
slaughter an animal, do it in the best possi-
ble way; and any of you should sharpen his
blade so that the animal may be spared from
the suffering of the slaughtering.” (Muslim}.
5-Skinning the animal only after making
sure that it is dead.

6-Placing the animal on its left side facing
the Qibla. However, if the butcher placed it
on its right side or it was shackled from a
hind leg, then the slaughtering is valid if oth-
er conditions are met. Al-Khatib Al-Shirbini
(May Allah have mercy on him) said: “When
slaughtering a cow or sheep, it is recommend-
ed to place them on the left side. As for the
sheep, it is reported in the Sahih of Bukhari
and Muslim that the Prophet (PBUH) placed
it on its left side and this was adopted as the
measuring stick when slaughtering cows and
the like. This is because it is easier for the
butcher to hold the knife with his right hand
and the animal's head with the left.”

It is from Sunnah to place an animal on its
left side when slaughtering it. However, if
this wasn't done and a hind leg was shack-
led and was slaughtered according to the Is-
lamic form (Cutting off the windpipe and the
jugular veins from the first knife strike), then
the slaughter process is valid and the meat is
halal.

In conclusion, we advise butchers to fear Al-
lah, and be as merciful to animals as possi-
ble. And Allah the Almighty knows best.
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Obligatory Conditions for Halal Slaughtering

Question :

What are the obligatory conditions for halal
slaughtering? Is it permissible to shackle the
animal from its hind leg before slaughtering,
as practiced by modern slaughterhouses, and
then slaughter it while its head is down? It
is worth pointing that the animals can't see
other animals being slaughtered?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His blessings and
peace be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

In Sharia terms, lawful meat is that of the an-
imal slaughtered in due form, as clarified in
the following verse: “ unless ye are able to
slaughter it (in due form)” {Al-Ma'idah/3}.
Slaughtering in due form means cutting off
the animal’s throat, but if it died or showed
no sign of life before cutting its throat, then
it is considered dead meat, which is unlawful

02023 Jabil 01445 Yol gu)

to be eaten. According to An-Nawawi, “The
Islamic form of slaughtering involves cutting
the windpipe and the esophagus completely,
which is the correct opinion of the Shafie
School...... Our fellow scholars said: “If any
part of the windpipe and esophagus were left
uncut and the animal died then its meat is
unlawful. Similarly, if the animal was kick-
ing and the uncut part of the windpipe and
the esophagus were re-cut, then it is consid-
ered dead meat unlawful to eat.” {Al-Majmou’,
V.9:P.86}.

Moreover, the perfect form of slaughtering
consists of four elements: cutting off the
windpipe, the esophagus, and the two jug-
ular veins. However, it avails to cut off the
windpipe and the esophagus. As for the two
jugular veins, they extend around the neck
and are usually cut off along with the wind-
pipe and the esophagus. Thus, it is better that
the two jugular veins are cut off along with



from his wealth to participate in the house-
hold expenses, but according to the child's
actual needs. Moreover, sharing household
expenses with other family members is better
for the child and saves his wealth. For exam-
ple, the child may share the utility bills with
them. Scholars have permitted the guardian
to mix his wealth with that of the child un-
der his custody if it is better for the latter.
However, covering all the expenses from the
child's wealth isn't permissible and consid-
ered eating up his wealth unjustly. In this re-
gard, Allah says {What means}: “And do not
eat up your property among yourselves for
vanities.” {Al-Baqarah, 188}. It was narrated from
‘Amr bin Shu’aib from his father, that his
grandfather said: “A man came to the Proph-
et (PBUH) and said: ‘I do not have anything
and I have no wealth, but I have an orphan
(under my care) who has wealth.” He said:
“Eat from the wealth of your orphan, with-
out being extravagant or use it for trade.”
He (narrator) said: “And I think he said: ‘Do
not preserve your wealth using his instead.”
Allah the Almighty says {What means}: “If
the guardian is well-off, Let him claim no re-
muneration.” {An-Nisa', 4}. He also says {What
means}: “but if he is poor, let him have for
himself what is just and reasonable.” {An-Ni-
sa’, 4}.

It is stated in the Shafie book {Moghni Al-Mohtajj,
Vol.3: P.156}: “It is permissible for the guardian
to mix his wealth with that of the child under
his custody and share household expenses
for this saves the wealth of the child. Allah
says {What means}: “if ye mix their affairs
with yours, they are your brethren.” {Al-Baga-
rah, 220}. If this doesn’'t preserve the child's
wealth then it should be refrained from. Allah
says {What means}: “ And come not nigh to
the orphan’s property, except to improve it,”
{Al-An’am, 152}.

In conclusion, the general rule is that the
needs of the child under custody must be
spent on from his/her own wealth; however,
it is permissible that the child participates in
household expenses of the house where he
lives, but in a reasonable manner that meets
his/her actual needs without exaggeration.
In this case, those living with this child are
allowed to eat from the food the child par-
ticipated in buying. And Allah the Almighty

knows best.
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Ruling on Benefitting from the Wealth of the
Child under one's Custody

Question :

My sister separated from her husband and
took custody of her three children. As a re-
sult, she receives a salary for her and them.
At present, she and her children are living
with us, so she sometimes buys things to
help with the household expenses. Is it per-
missible to eat from the food that was paid
for from the children's salary?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

In principle, the child under custody must be
spent on from his/her own wealth if he/she
has any. If not, he/she must be spent from
the wealth of their father or the one acting
on his behalf. Imam Zakaria Al-Ansari {May
Allah have mercy on him} said: “The child
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under custody must be spent on from his/her
wealth if he/she has any. If not, he/she must
be spent on from the wealth of their father or
the one acting on his behalf.” {Asna Al-Matalib Fi
Shareh Rawd At-Talib, Vol.3:P.447}.

Article No.(189)/(2010) stated: “Father’'s
solvency or insolvency must be taken into
consideration when estimating child's sup-
port; provided that it, at minimum, suffices
child’s basic needs.”

This includes expenses of education, food,
clothing, housing, and the like considering
the financial situation of the father and pro-
vided that the child’s basic needs are provid-
ed for in case the father was insolvent.

The guardian must take the best interest of
the child under his custody into considera-
tion when spending from the latter's wealth.
However, if the child lives with his mother,
brothers or a relative, then it is allowed to take



Ruling of Sharia on Insulting others

Question :

What is the ruling of Sharia on insulting oth-
ers?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

It 1s an obligation upon a true Muslim to
avoid speaking bad about others honor,
be they men or women, insult or call them
names. This is since The Messenger of Al-
lah (PBUH) said, “A true believer is not
involved in taunting, or frequently cursing
(others) or in indecency or abusing.” Tran-
fmitted by {A«Tirmidni}. In fact, Sharia came
to preserve five necessities: religion, intel-
lect, honor, wealth, and life, and banned any
aggression against them. There are many an
evidence on this. For example, The Proph-
et (PBUH) said, “A Muslim is the one from
whose tongue and hands the Muslims are
safe.” {Transmitted by Muslim}. In his commentary
on this report, An-Nawawi said, “It means
not harming others with word or action. The
hand is mentioned in particular because most
actions are done using it.” {Shareh An-Nawawi Ala
Muslim, Vol.2:10}.

It was mentioned in the book {Fayed Al-Khad-
eer, Vol.6:271}: “Harming a Muslim indicates
a shortage in the faith of the person who
commits such act. There two types of harm:
Physical and none Physical. Physical harm
is, for example, taking others wealth through
theft or looting. Non-physical harm is em-
bodied in envy, hatred, arrogance, harshness,
thinking ill of others, and the like.

In addition, a Muslim is commanded not to
talk about others in a manner that they don't
like (Backbiting}. Allah the Almighty says

{What means}: “And spy not on each oth-
er behind their backs. Would any of you like
to eat the flesh of his dead brother? Nay, ye
would abhor it...But fear God: For God is
Oft-Returning, Most Merciful.” {Al-Hujurat,
12}.

An-Nawawi said, “Chapter on prohibiting
backbiting and calumny: These are the ugli-
est and most widespread of sins, so I began
with them as a warning. As for backbiting, it
is talking about your brother in a manner that
he doesn’t like.....As for calumny, it is con-
veying false statements to people to cause
them to get on each other’s necks. According
to scholarly consensus, both are forbidden,
and texts of Sharia are agreed on that as well.
An exclusion to this general rule (Al-Asl) is
that it is permissible to utter evil words out
loud if a person is wronged; however, this
shouldn't exceed the permitted limits be-
cause the general rule is that this is forbid-
den.” {An-Nisa', 148}.

However, a Muslim should adhere to the
morals celebrated in Islam and avoid lying
and falsehood and not to be carried away by
the desire to slander and take revenge. Al-
lah the Almighty says: {What means}:”O
ye who believe! stand out firmly for Allah,
as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the
hatred of others to you make you swerve to
wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that
is next to piety: and fear Allah. For Allah
is well-acquainted with all that ye do.” (Al
Ma'idah, 8}.

In conclusion, as a general rule, it isn't per-
missible to insult others; however, it is per-
missible for the wronged to claim their right
by the legal means generally accepted in the
country where they are staying. And Allah

the Almighty knows best.
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are met:

First: The merchant doesn’t calculate the
profit margin it pays to the bank from the
purchases of the customer by increasing their
price so as not to fall into usury/interest. This
is because in this case the financier (Bank)
gets its profit from the customer, not the mer-
chant.

Second: The profit is made through the Ju'a-
lah contract (Commission/reward) not the
guarantee because, according to scholarly
consensus, it isn't permissible to receive re-
ward against guarantee.

Third: There is no prior agreement between
the merchant and the bank to increase the
price of the product to cover the bank's
amount of profit.

Fourth: Separating the Ju'alah contract con-
ducted between the financier and the mer-
chant from the sale contract between the cus-
tomer and the merchant to prevent falling
into usury/interest since its isn't permissible
for the bank to pay the total price of the com-
modity, on behalf of the customer, along with
deducting the commission or Ju'alah.

In addition, this Ju'alah doesn't go under the
Sharia maxim: “Every loan that brings ben-
efit is usury.” This is whether the financier
paid on behalf of the customer on the spot,
then deducted that from the salary of the lat-
ter or deducted from his salary and paid on
his behalf. This is since the profit margin to
which the financier was entitled isn't due to
the loan (The financier lending the custom-
er). Rather, the financier became entitled to
it by the Ju'alah, whether the customer has
paid on the spot or the financier did that on
his behalf.

It must be mentioned here that Ju'alah is a
task delivered by the bank where it sends its
customers to the merchants with whom it has
reached an agreement. However, if the mer
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chant is the one that refers his customers to
the bank then this isn't considered Ju'alah
and in this case it isn't permissible for the
bank to take a Ju'alah (commission) from the
merchant because it has done nothing. Here,
it is as if the commission is against the guar-
antee. According to scholarly consensus, it
isn't permissible to take a reward against
guarantee.

If any of the above conditions wasn't met,
then the Ju'alah isn’t permissible and it isn't
lawful to act upon it. And Allah the Almighty
knows best.



Rules of Ju alah Contract Conducted through Banks

Question :

Some shops sell products by installments,
through banks, with same price of cash to en-
courage people to buy from them (Shops). I
have visited one of these shops and was told
that this transaction is conducted through
a Ju'alah contract and that the bank takes
nothing from the customer. Rather, it takes a
commission from the merchant. What is the
ruling of Sharia on this transaction?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, the Lord of
the Worlds; may His blessings and peace be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Taking a commission against sending a cus-

tomer to buy from a certain merchant is in-
cluded, according to Islamic jurisprudence,
under the rules of Ju'alah contract, which is
“Paying a known commission or reward to a
known or unknown party against delivering
a specific task, known or unknown.”

According to Islamic jurisprudence, a bank
agrees with a merchant or a group of mer-
chants to take a certain percentage against
the products bought by every customer that
the bank sends to them and the bank commits
to pay on behalf of the customer by install-
ments or in cash. After that, the bank deducts
that amount from the salary of the customer.
This transaction is also called brokerage and
it i1s permissible if the following conditions
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cerity.” They said; “To whom, O Messenger
of Allah?” He said: “To Allah, to His Book,
to His Messenger, to the imams of the Mus-
lims and to their common folk.” {Transmitted by
Muslim}.

Accordingly, every Muslim is required to
show sincerity to Allah, His Book, His Mes-
senger, Imams of the Muslims and the com-
mon folk. The people of righteousness and
fairness like those who criticize them and
show them their flaws as this helps them
avoid the latter. It was reported that Omar
Bin Al-Khattab used to say {what means}:
“May Allah have mercy on the one who had
shown me my shortcomings.” He showed
gratitude to those who had criticized him in
kindness because they did him a big favor.
A fair critic must fear Almighty Allah, offer
criticism, seeking recompense from Him
alone, perform the duty of enjoining kind-
ness and forbidding iniquity. This is in ad-
dition to criticizing with wisdom, avoiding
thinking ill of the criticized, being meticu-
lous and truthful, avoid cursing, mockery,
defamation, injustice, and falsehood since
these are major sins. This attested to in the
following Hadith: Abu Bakrah (May Allah
be pleased with him) said: Delivering the
sermon during the Farewell Pilgrimage on
the day of Sacrifice at Mina, the Messenger
of Allah (PBUH) said, “Verily your blood,
your property and your honour are as sacred
and inviolable as the sanctity of this day of
yours, in this month of yours and in this town
of yours. Verily! I have conveyed this mes-
sage to you.”

Tranfmitted by {Bukhari and Muslim}. Without
these controls, criticism opens the door for
corrupt individuals to incite enmity, spread
rumors, assassinate character, and question
achievements under the pretext of criti-
cism. Moreover, criticism is to be delivered
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by the specialized, not the ordinary people,
and facts must be ascertained before any act
of criticizing. This is since Almighty Allah
says {What means}: “ O ye who believe! If'a
wicked person comes to you with any news,
ascertain the truth, lest ye harm people un-
wittingly, and afterwards become full of re-
pentance for what ye have done.” {Al-Hujurat,
6. The Prophet (PBUH) said: “It is enough
falsehood for a man to relate everything he
hears.” {Transmitted by Abu Dawoud}.

It has to be differentiated between criticizing
individuals and criticizing their acts affecting
society, so it isn't permissible to transgress
against personal life through defamation and
slander.

The Prophetic biography, the biography of
the companions, the Tabi een, and the history
of Islam are replete with evidences indicat-
ing the permissibility of criticizing. Rather,
some pieces of advice were crucial, such as
what happened in the Battle of Badr where
Al-Habbab Bin Monther advised the Prophet
to move the battle to a better location. Since
criticism is meant for achieving benefit and
reforming the criticized person, it should be
directed to the individual in question direct-
ly, not defame him or convey that criticism
to the public or direct it to that person’s su-
perior who enjoys greater powers.

In conclusion, Islam permits criticism that
considers the rules enhancing the value of
sincerity in society, separates what is evil
from what is good, and achieves common
good. And Allah the Almighty knows best



Lawful Methods of Criticism Guaranteed by

Islam

Question :

What are the lawful methods of criticism
guaranteed by Islam?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, the Lord of
the Worlds; may His blessings and peace be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Originally, criticism is giving advice and

feedback after careful studying. It isn’t only
lawful in Islam, but it is also required as it is
a form of enjoining kindness and forbidding
iniquity. This is because the aim is to guide
the criticized person to that which is good
and avoid that which is evil. However, this
should be done with sincerity since the Mes-
senger of Allah said: “Religion is sincerity,
religion is sincerity (Al-Nasihah), religion is sin-
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Previous Funding

Question :

An investment fund finances employees in
the form of Murabaha to purchase orderer up
to eight years. Currently, the fund is review-
ing the Murabaha* ratios and is expected to
reduce the ratios for future contracts by one
percentage point compared to the Muraba-
ha ratio currently applied. Accordingly, is it
permissible to reduce the Murabah ratio for
the old funding and is this reduction com-
patible with the expected reduction for the
future Murabaha ratio?

Answer :

Praise be to Allah the Lord of the Worlds.
May His peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Mohammad and upon all his family
and companions.

From the perspective of Sharia, debt is the
right of creditor, so he/she may forgive the
debtor or relinquish part of the debt. The
proof of this is that Allah the Almighty says
{What means}: “If the debtor is in a diffi-
culty, grant him time Till it is easy for him
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Ruling on Reducing Murabaha Ratio
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to repay. But if ye remit it by way of charity,
that is best for you if ye only knew.” {Al-Baqa-
ra, 280}.

The funding due on the Murabaha contract
1s considered debt and the investment fund is
considered creditor, so the latter is allowed
to reduce the value of the profit due on old
funding and determine the amount of the
reduction considering that the value of the
funding due on clients is the right of the fund.
In conclusion, it is permissible for the fund to
reduce the Murabaha ratio for the old fund-
ing. However, if savers or investors possess
the funds of the fund then their consent must
be sought prior to issuing the decision of re-
ducing the ratio of the old Murabaha trans-
actions. And Allah the Almighty knows best.
*Murabahah, murabaha, or murabahah was
originally a term of figh for a sales con-
tract where the buyer and seller agree on the
markup or “cost-plus” price for the item be-
ing sold.
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Concurrently for the Same Prayer in the Same

Mosque

Question :

What is the on Holding Multiple Congrega-
tions Concurrently for the Same Prayer in
the Same Mosque?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Muhammad and upon all
of his family and companions.

The ruling depends on whether they are held
simultaneously or consecutively, in addition
to the condition of the mosque itself. If the
congregations are held consecutively, then
this isn't disliked particularly if the mosque
1s often-visited, such as that of the market's.
However, if the congregations are held si-
multaneously, this is disliked according to
the majority of the scholars.

If the appointed Imam was late, it is recom-
mended to wait for him and it isn't permissi-
ble to hold the congregational prayer without
him especially if this is expected to cause di-
vision. However, if he was too late, then it is
permissible to hold the prayer without him
provided that division isn't expected to hap-
pen, but if it is then each should offer their

prayer individually.

The Shafie scholar Ibn Hajar (May Allah have
mercy on him) said: “It is disliked to hold
congregational prayer in a non-often-visited
mosque that has an appointed Imam with the
permission of the latter, whether before, after
or the same time he is leading the congrega-
tion. If he was late, then it is recommended
to wait for him. However, if he was too late,
then it is permissible to hold the prayer with-
out him provided that division isn't expect-
ed to happen, but if it is expected then each
should offer their prayer individually.” {Tohfat
Al-Mohtaj, Vol.2: 253}.

In conclusion, in principle, one congrega-
tion should be held for the same prayer in
the mosque, which isn’t often visited but has
an appointed Imam, especially if division
is expected. Therefore, a Muslim should be
keen on avoiding disliked acts accompany-
ing congregational prayer so as not to miss
its reward. However, it is permissible to hold
multiple congregations in the often-visited
mosques, even if they have an appointed
Imam, or those that have no Imam. And Al-

lah the Almighty knows best.
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3. Avoiding contradicting sayings and abnor-
mal views, which may cause flaws in practi-
cal and intellectual life.

4. Regulating fatwa and eliminating useless
disagreements as much as possible.

5. Assisting Mutftis (people who provide Fat-
wa) to learn the Islamic legislations easily as
it may take a life time for a Mufti to study
and give fresh rulings on every issue he is
asked about. Thus, learning the fatwa of pre-
vious muftis is an inevitable solution.

Al Iftaa Department has chosen the school
of Al Imam Al Shafi’i as a base to which it
refers in providing fatwa for two reasons:
1. It is the most common school (Madhhab)
in our countries in history. Following the ma-
jority and what is common is a goal.

2. It is a moderate school/Madhhab gather-
ing between the foundations of schools of
thought and hadith. This Madhhab originated
Figh innovations, which have been and still a
cause in achieving the interests of the nation
and unifying Muslims. Noteworthy that this
cause has been achieved by other schools/
Madhaheb but Al Imam Al shafi’i’s school/
Madhhab has been leading in this field.
3-This Madhab is disciplined and revised
completely which helps prevent contradic-
tion between Fatwas.

The Department of Ifta’a’s commitment to
this Madhhab doesn’t mean absolute im-
itation of all the innovations of the Faqihs
(experts in Islamic jurisprudence), but the
department has its advanced approach in
benefiting from all items and topics in other
schools/madhaheb taking into consideration
the following:

1. If the case is related to a contemporary is-
sue not mentioned in previous fatwa/innova-
tions by Faqihs, or if it is one of the general
topics important to the society or the nation
as a whole, either in financial transactions,
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medical issues or others, then Al Iftaa De-
partment must prepare special studies to re-
search the issue within the frame of the ev-
idence in the Shari’a law and Figh rules. In
addition, it tries to balance the cons and pros
to conclude a fatwa to be presented to the
Iftaa Council. The Council holds discussions
in order to reach a decision about the needed
1ssue.

2. If the innovation of the Shafi’i Madhhab
concerning a certain issue was not corre-
sponding to the changing time, place and
conditions in the time when the question is
raised for the Mufti, this matter may cause
troubles. The Iftaa” Department re-searches
the question in line with the Figh rules and
Shari’a goals benefiting from the innova-
tions of all Islamic schools/Madhaheb in or-
der to issue the fatwa which is the closest to
the Shari’a rules and purposes.

3. In personal status or issues like marriage,
divorce, heritage and custody of children, the
Iftaa” Department refers to the Jordanian Per-
sonal Status Law in its Fatwas to avoid any
difference between Iftaa and Legitimate Law
in the Kingdom. The law however is based
on the innovations and opinions of Muslim
Faqihs, selected according to Shari’a disci-
plines by specialized committees.

In that way, the muftis deal with the questions
sent to them through different communica-
tion methods, according to regulated and co-
ordinated steps starting from identifying the
type of question and ending with sending the
answer as soon as possible. However, any
delay might be caused by the detailed study
for tens of issues handled by Al Iftaa Depart-
ment on a daily basis especially that Muftis
know that they will be asked by Allah about
every word they write, thus they prefer not to
be hasty in issuing fatwa and answering ques-
tions. And Allah the Almighty knows best.
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The Fatwa Approach Adopted at the General

Iftaa’ Department

Question :

The General Iftaa’ Department is character-
ized by adherence to a particular Madhab
(A school of Islamic jurisprudence), which
is that of Imam Shafie, as far as delivering
Fatwas is concerned. Moreover, it gave pref-
erence to this Madhab over other Madhabs in
theory and practice. Based on this, what is the
background and outcomes of this Madhab?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of the
Worlds. May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Issues of Figh (or Islamic jurisprudence) are
variable, addressing all practices of people in
all life aspects. Muslim scholars wrote down
numerous Islamic provisions and legislations
allowing the divine wisdom to illuminate
people’s lives. Those provisions have a sol-
id base as their legislative and jurisprudence

stems from the basic legislation sources: the
Holy Quran, Sunnah, Consensus, Analogy
and absolute benefits. This Figh heritage
has been collected in four Islamic schools of
thought (Madhaheb): Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi’i
and Hanbali. It is agreed upon those schools
(madhaheb), and they are accepted as the
path to achieve Allah’s blessings and to pro-
tect the welfare of people and countries.
Since the General Iftaa’ Department has been
a part of the scientific progress for the gen-
eral Figh movement, it decided to adopt one
of those four schools as a base for its Fatawa
(answers) in order to achieve the benefits and
goals of the Figh movement in the Islamic
history. Those goals include:

1. Being safe with Allah and in the Day of
Judgment by not changing anything permit-
ted by Allah in Islam.

2. Achieving moderation, which is a funda-
mental in the Islamic Shari’a and has been a
constant in the heritage of the Islamic Figh.
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Question :

I own a property in a commercial area and
received an offer to rent out all or part of it to
be used as a new branch for an Islamic bank.
What is the ruling of Sharia on renting out
this property knowing that the bank will use
it for practicing its usual commercial activi-
ties?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of the
Worlds. May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all

Ruling on Renting out Property to an Islamic Bank

his family and companions.

There is no sin in renting out a property to
be used as headquarters for any Islamic bank
since, as we know, Islamic banks abide by
the rulings of Sharia as afar as their business
transactions are concerned. Mostly, the ap-
plication of this methodology is undertaken
by a Sharia committee composed of special-
1zed scholars, and this suffices to issue a fat-
wa stating that it is permissible to deal with
this institution in general. And Allah the Al-
mighty knows best.



Ruling on Lessor Paying a Sum to Lessee against

Terminating Contract

Question :

The contract duration of a rental car com-
pany is five years and based on this period
the company determines the rent taking into
consideration the type of the car itself, the de-
crease in its market value and other factors.
If the rented car 1s brand new, its market val-
ue is high. For example, if the rental contract
extends for one year, the rent is (500 euros)
per month. If it is three years, the rent is (330
euros) per month. If the lessee wanted to ter-
minate the latter form of contract (3 years)
before it expires, the lessor accepts under the
condition that the former pays the difference
between the two forms of the contract above
mentioned. In other words, the lessee pays a
certain sum to the rental car company against
termination of contract. On its part, the com-
pany says that this is better than obligating
the lessee to pay the whole rent till the end
of the contract’s period. The company adds
that since it bought the car to be used by
the lessee, 1t calculated its actual value and
the decrease in that market value and this is
the reason for setting a higher rent against a
shorter period of rental contract. What is the
ruling of Sharia on this along with mention-
ing textual evidence from Sharia sources?
Answer :

Praise be to Allah the Lord of the Worlds.
May His peace and blessings be upon our
Prophet Mohammad and upon all his family
and companions.

In principle, Ijarah contract is binding and
may not be terminated by the will of one
party, so if both parties have agreed on ter-
minating contract before it expires then this
is permissible and the lessee is liable for pay-
ing the rent due for the whole period in

which he had benefitted from the proper-
ty. An-Nawawi {May Allah have mercy on
him} said: “Once the lessee takes possession
of the property, he becomes liable for pay-
ing its rent for the whole period of contract.”
{Menhaj At-Talibeen, Page: 163}.

Upon termination of contract, if the specified
rent is divided over months, for example, the
lessor and lessee agreed on leasing a car for
three years; a certain sum for each month,
then the lessee is liable for this specific sum
without taking rent of similar properties into
consideration. It is stated in {Hawashi Ash-Shar-
wani Ala Tohfat Al-Mohtaj Fi Shareh Al-Minhaj, Vol.6: P.187} :
“If he divided the rent over months, then the
lessee is liable for paying this specific sum
without taking rent of similar properties into
consideration.”

In conclusion, it isn't permissible for the les-
see to terminate the Ijarah contract except
with the approval of the lessor. If the latter
approved of this, then he is entitled to receive
the specified rent for the period in which the
lessee had benefitted from the property, as
agreed upon conclusion of contract, and he
(Lessor) doesn’t have the right to demand the
rent of similar property because the contract
was terminated by mutual consent. However,
he (Lessor) can obligate the lessee to com-
plete the whole period of the contract. And
Allah the Almighty knows best.
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Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Turning towards the direction of the Qibla
(Direction of prayer) is among the condi-
tions for the validity of prayer. The evidence
on this is that Allah the Almighty says {What
means}: “We see the turning of thy face (for
guidance to the heavens: now Shall We turn
thee to a Qibla that shall please thee. Turn
then Thy face in the direction of the sacred
Mosque: Wherever ye are, turn your faces in
that direction.” {Al-Baqarah, 144}. Another ev-
idence is that the Prophet (PBUH) prayed
facing the Kabah after he had prayed towards
Baitul-Maqdis for sixteen months.
However, jurists have disagreed about facing
the direction of the Qibla or the Kabah itself.
For more details, kindly check {Nehayat Al-Mat-
tlab, Vol.2:103} by Al-Jowaini.

Deviating greatly to either the left or the
right of the Kabah itself renders one's prayer
invalid; however, deviating slightly makes
the praying person within the direction of
the Kabah and renders their prayer valid. Al-
Rafe’l, a Shafi‘ie jurist, said: “ Deviation is
of two types: First, The praying person isn't
facing the Qibla because he is abundantly
deviated from it. Second, the praying person
is slightly deviated from the Qibla, but is still
1n its direction.” {Fateh Al-Aziz, Vol.3:244}.
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Ruling on Deviating from Qibla while Praying

We are a team that works on a drilling rig in the Dead Sea area. We work different
shifts six days a week. Unfortunately, we can't stop the rig at prayer time and it
moves half a circle left and right. It deviates (45) degrees right and left from the
direction of the Qibla, so it becomes impossible for us to pray towards the Qibla
because the rig keeps rotating. How can we pray while on this rig?

Consequently, the rig worker must turn to-
wards the Qibla when making Takbiratul
Ihram and perform all pillars of prayer: Qi-
yam (Standing position), Ruku’ (Belt-low
bowing) and Sujud (Prostration). When the
rig turns away from the direction of the Qib-
la, the worker must immediately go back to
the direction of the Qibla and his prayer is
considered valid, even if this kept happening
during the prayer. However, if he didn’t turn
his chest towards the Qibla, then his prayer is
considered invalid.

It was stated in the Shafie book {Moghni al-Mo-
htaj, Vol.1:335}: “It 1sn’t permissible for the one
offering an obligatory prayer while on a ship
to leave Qiyam except for an excuse, such as
sea sickness. However, if the wind changed
the direction of the ship, then he must turn
his chest towards the direction of the Qibla
and resume his prayer; otherwise, his prayer
is considered invalid.

However, if it was impossible for the work-
er to keep his chest towards the direction of
the Qibla due to the continuous rotation of
the rig, then he may pray as he is out of re-
spect for the time of the prayer. Nonetheless,
he must re-perform the prayer when the rig
stops moving or when he comes to land. And
Allah the Almighty knows best.
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him of having learned from the books of pre-
vious nations and acquired this knowledge
through reading. However, when he present-
ed this great Quran, which encompasses vast
knowledge, without having learned or read
anything, it became evident that it was a mir-
acle.

Thirdly, learning calligraphy is a relatively
easy task. Even people with little intelligence
and insight can learn to write. So, his unlet-
tered status points to a significant deficiency
in understanding. However, Allah, the Most
High, endowed him with the knowledge of
both former and later generations, giving
him insights that no human had ever reached.
Despite having this extraordinary mental ca-
pacity, he was made unlettered in the specific
skill of writing, something that people with
much less intellectual capacity could easily
learn. This combination of attributes defies
natural expectations and is a characteristic of
miracles.”

Indeed, this description is a testament to the
perfection of the Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him) and one of his noble miracles.
Allah, the Most High, says in the Quran: “It
is He who has sent among the unlettered a
Messenger from themselves reciting to them
His verses and purifying them and teaching

them the Book and
wisdom, although
they were before in
clear error.” {Al-Ju-

mu’ah, 2}.
The words of
Imam  Al-Busiri

beautifully capture
the significance of
the Prophet Mo-
hammad (peace be
upon him) being
unlettered. He de-
scribes the Proph-
et’s knowledge as a miraculous aspect dur-
ing the era of ignorance (pre-Islamic times)
and a source of education for orphans. In-
deed, the eloquence and miraculous nature
of the Quran are highlighted by the fact that
its Messenger was unlettered.
Furthermore, it’s remarkable how Allah, in
His wisdom, chose this unlettered Prophet
to be a teacher for the entire nation and for
scholars. Despite not having formal educa-
tion, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) was bestowed with profound knowl-
edge by Allah. His teachings, recorded in the
form of writings, books, and treatises, are
but a drop in the vast ocean of knowledge he
possessed. These teachings cover a wide ar-
ray of subjects and continue to be a source of
inspiration and guidance for people around
the world.

Allah mentions in the Quran: “It is He who
has sent among the unlettered a Messenger
from themselves reciting to them His vers-
es and purifying them and teaching them the
Book and wisdom, although they were be-
fore in clear error.” {Al-Jumu’ah, 2}. This verse
underscores the unique role of the unlettered
Prophet in teaching and guiding his people.
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Allah, the Exalted, elevated the men
tion of our Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him), purified him, praised his qual-
ities, manners, character, and revealed some
of the secrets of his beauty and perfection in
many places in His Noble Quran. No mat-
ter how much we want to speak about our
Prophet, words, pens, and expressions fall
short. Allah’s statement to him suffices as
an honor: “And raised high the esteem (in
which) thou (art held)?.” {Ash-Sharh, 4}. So,
no matter how eloquent the words may be,
the eloquence of words and phrases is inad-
equate to fully describe his noble attributes,
peace and blessings be upon him, and to ex-
press them.

Indeed, Allah Almighty has described our
beloved Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon
him) with many qualities. Some scholars
have even said that one-third of the Quran is
about the Prophet (PBUH). Today, I would
like to discuss one of these attributes, which,
on the surface, may seem like a deficiency
but, in reality, is a description of his great-
ness and majesty. It’s the attribute of being
“Ummi” or “Unlettered.”

Allah  Almighty describes the Prophet
(PBUH) as “An-Nabiyyu Al-Ummiyyu” in
the Quran, which translates to “the unlettered
prophet.” This might initially appear as a de-
ficiency because being unlettered implies not
reading or writing, which is a form of honor
and knowledge. However, if we contemplate
this attribute in the context of the Prophet
(PBUH), we realize it signifies a miraculous
aspect of his perfection.

This attribute underscores the fact that the
Prophet’s (PBUH) knowledge and perfection
were inherent to him, not acquired through
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The Unlettered Prophet

By Secretary General,
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conventional education or training. It em-
phasizes that his knowledge and complete-
ness were intrinsic to his being, not reliant
on external factors like reading or writing.
Moreover, this description is also a direct
reference to the prophecies about the unlet-
tered prophet in previous divine scriptures.
Inthe book “Lata’ifal-Isharat” by al-Qushay-
r1, it is mentioned: “He (the Prophet Moham-
mad, peace be upon him) manifested the
honor of being described as ‘An-Nabiyyu
Al-Ummiyyu,” meaning that none of his vir-
tues, knowledge, or the detailing of his reli-
gious laws came from himself or through his
own learning and effort. Instead, everything
that appeared in him was bestowed upon
him by the Almighty. He was unlettered, not
a reader of books, and he did not follow the
ways of those who came before him.”
Imam Al-Razi mentioned, “His being unlet-
tered, according to this interpretation, was
one of his miracles, and its explanation has
several aspects:

Firstly, it implies that he (peace be upon
him) would recite the Book of Allah, Mighty
and Sublime, to them consecutively without
changing any words. An Arab orator, when
he delivers a sermon and then repeats it, he
usually increases or decreases it slightly.
But, with the Prophet (peace be upon him),
he would recite the Quranic text repeatedly,
and there was no increase or decrease 1n it.
Secondly, if he had been skilled in calligraphy
and recitation, people might have accused



and noble Prophet among us, whose memory
never fades, whose light never dims, whose
message remains steadfast, and whose call
endures unwaveringly.

The commemoration of the Noble Proph-
et’s birth is a remembrance of the essence of
true Islam. It is a call to honor humanity and
spread mercy among people. The Prophet,
peace be upon him, came to rectify miscon-
ceptions, establish justice among people, and
clarify that every human being is dignified,
and their sanctity cannot be violated, nor can
their honor be diminished, regardless of their
religion, color, or ethnicity. This is what Al-
lah, the Most High, emphasized in His say-
ing: “We have honoured the sons of Adam;
provided them with transport on land and sea;
given them for sustenance things good and
pure; and conferred on them special favours,
above a great part of our creation.” {Al-Isra,
703. In fact, it was one of the last instructions
given by the Prophet, peace be upon him, in
his Farewell Sermon during the Hajj season.
He said: “No Arab has any superiority over a
non-Arab, nor does a non-Arab have any su-
periority over an Arab; no white person has
any superiority over a black person, nor does
a black person have any superiority over a
white person; none have superiority over
another except by piety.” People are all de-
scended from Adam, and Adam was created

from dust.”

Commemorating this occasion is an oppor-
tunity to revive the meanings of mercy in
our hearts. It is the very purpose for which
the Prophet, peace be upon him, was sent
— to be a mercy from Allah, the Almighty,
to all of creation. This mercy encompasses
the upbringing, purification, education, and
guidance of humanity towards the straight
path. Allah, the Most High, says, “And We
have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except
as a mercy to the worlds.” {Al-Anbiya, 107}. The
Prophet, peace be upon him, said, “I have
only been sent as a gift of mercy.”
Nowadays, there is a great need to reflect
upon these profound meanings of the birth of
the Guiding Prophet. He called us to good-
ness in this world and the Hereafter and ad-
vised us to show compassion towards one
another. Let us remain a community where
brotherhood and love prevail. May his birth
anniversary, peace be upon him, be an occa-
sion for us to renew these noble values and
to be reminded of the qualities of propheth-
ood. Thus, we may remain as Allah, the Most
High, described us: “You are the best nation
produced [as an example] for mankind. You
enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong
and believe in Allah.” {Al-Imran, 110}.

And all perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of

the Worlds.
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Introduction

Praise be to Allah, the Lord
of all worlds. Blessings and
peace be upon the master
of the first and the last, the
one sent as a mercy to all
the worlds, and the leader
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A Light that Shone in the
Hearts of the Believers

of the honored prophets, our master Mohammad, and
upon his family, companions, followers, and all those
who follow them in goodness until the Day of Judgment:
In the blessed atmosphere enveloping the Prophet’s no-
ble birth, believers experience moments of deep faith,
surrounded by the fragrance of the Beloved, the Chosen
one, peace be upon him. In these moments, a spark of
the pure prophethood shines upon them, and the radiance
spreads from the east to the west of the earth. Allah, the
Most High, says, “O Prophet! Truly We have sent thee as
a Witness, a Bearer of Glad Tidings, and Warner,- And as
one who invites to God’s (grace) by His leave, and as a
lamp spreading light.” {Al-Ahzab, 45-46}.

The birth of the Prophet, peace be upon him, was indeed
an extraordinary event and a momentous occasion. Hu-
manity had awaited it after a long period of darkness,
marked by ignorance and blind misguidance. The advent
of the Prophet, the Guide and Bringer of Good News,
came to restore balance to humanity and faith to their
hearts, dispelling the pitch-black night. Hope for relief
often arises after the intensification of hardships.

As the Prophet, peace be upon him, said, “I am the seal of
the prophets, and it is through me that the line of prophets
began. Let me tell you about the beginning of this: it was
the supplication of my father, Ibrahim, the glad tidings of
Isa, and the dream of my mother when she gave birth to
me. She saw a light emitting from her that illuminated the
palaces of Greater Syria.”

Indeed, commemorating this blessed occasion signifies
the connection of believers with their Prophet, peace be
upon him. The light that shone on the day of his birth con-
tinues to illuminate hearts with the light of monotheism,
love for Allah, love for His Prophet, peace be upon him,
and enlightens minds with the guidance, wisdom, and in-
sight. Our mosques come alive with the remembrance of
this love, and the practical manifestations of this love are
evident in the actions that kindle the flames of hope for
the Muslim Ummabh. It reminds us that we have a beloved
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