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Arranging Corpses
towards Qibla in
Funeral Prayer

Question :

When there is more than one funeral, which
corpse should face Qibla (Ka'ba) first?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
When there is more than one funeral, the
Shafie scholars are of the view that it is per-
missible to perform one funeral prayer for
all. However, it is better to perform a sepa-
rate funeral prayer for each. “When there is
more than one funeral, it is better to perform
a separate funeral prayer for each. But, if it
was feared that the bodies could start decay-
ing because of the delay, then it is better to
perform one funeral prayer for all.”{Umdat
As-Salik, 92}.

If one funeral prayer was performed for all,
and the bodies weren't of the same group,
such as a boy, a man and a woman, then the
man is placed in front of the Imam, then the
boy, then the woman.

If the deceased were all men or women, then
the most righteous of them is placed in front
of the Imam. Ash-Shirbini said, “If there is
more than one prayer, then a coin is tossed
between the guardians of the deceased, then
the man is placed in front of the Imam, then
the boy, then the female intersex, then the
woman. If all of the deceased were men or
women, then all of them are arranged to-
wards the Qibla and the most righteous is
placed in front of the Imam.” {Moghni Al-Mohtajj,
2/31;. And Allah knows best.

Diyah and Kafaarah are
Due on Person Initiating
or Causing Someone's
Death

Question :

[ am a pool supervisor, and one day a swim-
mer died in that pool. The court decided that
I wasn't guilty, because the death resulted
from the victim hitting his head against the
pool's floor, and not drowning. What am 1
liable for in terms of the Diyah (Blood-Mon-
ey) and Kafaarah (Expiation)?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
Public pools are places set for swimming and
whoever works there should adhere to the
conditions and regulations that guarantee the
safety of all swimmers and visitors.
Offering Diyah (Blood-Money) and Kafaa-
rah (Expiation) is obligatory in case of acci-
dental or intentional killing when the guard-
ians of the killed spare the life of the killer
from Qisas (Retribution). They are also ob-
ligatory when a person causes the death of
another. In all these cases, either the victim
was killed intentionally, unintentionally or
someone caused his/her death. However, in
case there was no act or cause leading to the
victim's death, neither Diyah nor Kafaarah
is due.

Accordingly, as understood from the above
question, and as the court found the question-
er not guilty because he wasn't negligent, no
Diyah or Kafaarah is due on him for he did-
n't commit any act leading to the victim's
death, neither by initiation nor by causing.

And Allah knows best.
36310l | clisyl



It is Prohibited to Interpret Sharia Texts
without having the Specialized Knowledge

Question :

What is the ruling on interpreting Sharia
texts against their apparent meaning, as a
pretext to attack women?

having the required knowledge. This is in
order to prevent sedition and suspicious mat-
ters. In addition, the only way for seeking the
truth and the right ruling is by asking Sharia

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Muhammad and
upon all of his family and companions.

It is prohibited to interpret Sharia texts or use
them as a pretext to prove someone’s opinion
without having the specialized knowledge in
the field of Sharia. It is the task of qualified
scholars to derive and issue rulings on a cer-
tain religious issue.

As for the legal rulings which rely on Ijti-
had(Independent reasoning), they are easy
for jurists to grasp and the commentary at-
tached to each leaves no space for aberrant
opinions. Moreover, ordinary people or peo-
ple with certain agendas should be banned

from discussing religious matters without
A]440 -02019 JI3i

scholars, since Allah, The most Exalted, said
(What means):” if ye realise this not, ask of
those who possess the Message.”’[An-Nah1/43].
Not every person is qualified to conduct Ij-
tihad as this is the specialty of the learned
men of the faith. In this regard, Allah, The
most Exalted, said (What means):” If they
had only referred it to the Apostle, or to
those charged with authority among them,
the proper investigators would have Tested it
from them (direct). [An-Nisa/83]

Therefore, it isn't permissible to interpret or
use the texts of Sharia-without having the
right knowledge-to prove a certain view,
achieve personal goals or serve certain agen-
das, because whoever does so should await
his punishment in the life of this world and
the next. And Allah knows best.



Z.akah on Property of

Investment Organizations

Question :

We are a cooperative organization that was
established through contributions made by
its members (Shareholders) where each paid
a thousand JDs; either one time or by install-
ments. The money is invested through pur-
chasing different commodities and selling
them, by installments, to shareholders or oth-
ers. This is in addition to the establishment of
different micro projects. Is Zakah due on the
organization's property? If yes, what is the
amount? Moreover, it is worth pointing out
that a shareholder has the right to withdraw
his share in the capital and the profits, but he
has to notify the organization in advance?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
Property of an investment company or or-
ganization is liable for Zakah(Alms) as
one unit. Therefore, all shares are liable
for Zakah as one big share once they reach
Nissab (Minimum amount liable for Zakah)
and a full lunar year elapses over possessing
them; even if some of them haven't reached
Nissab. Narrated Anas: “Abu Bakr wrote to
me what was made compulsory by Allah’s
Messenger (PBUH) and that was (regarding
the payments of Zakat): Neither the proper-
ty of different people may be taken together

nor the joint property may be split for fear of
(paying more, or receiving less) Zakat.” (Re-
lated by Bukhari}.

Al-Imam Ibn Hajar (May Allah have mercy
on him) said, “The reliable opinion of the
Shafie school of thought is that the proper-
ty owned by different individuals is treated
as one unit/amount in terms of liability for
Zakah.” {Tohfat Al-Mohtajj, 3/259}.

However, the majority of the scholars are of
the view that the mixing of the shares doesn't
make them one big amount, i.e. each share-
holder must pay the Zakah due on his share
if it reaches Nissab and one full lunar year
elapses over possessing it. If it didn't reach
Nissab, no Zakah is due on it.

In order for the above organization to pay the
Zakah due on its property, it must pay (2.5%)
for all its assets; be they cash, commodities
or debts that have already passed their due
date. This is to the exception of fixed assets
as they aren't liable for Zakah. Either the
shareholders delegate the organization to pay
the Zakah on their behalf and deduct it that
amount in accordance with the share of each,
or that the shareholders pay it themselves.
In conclusion, to be on the safe side and
cleared from any liability, one should follow
the view of the Shafie jurists. However, there
is no harm in following the opinion of the
majority of the scholars. And Allah knows

best.
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Delegating a Charitable Organization to Deliver
Z.aakah to the Poor and Needy

Question :
As a charitable organi-
zation, we help autis-
tic children develop
their skills and in-
tegrate into society.
What is the ruling of
Sharia on giving Zakah
to this organization to
serve this noble purpose?

a

€ -

- —

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, the Lord of the
Worlds, and may His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

In the Noble Quran, Allah Himself has iden-
tified eight categories to whom Zakah is to
be paid. He said {What means}, “Alms are
for the poor and the needy, and those em-
ployed to administer the (funds); for those
whose hearts have been (recently) recon-
ciled (to Truth); for those in bondage and in
debt; in the cause of God; and for the way-
farer: (thus is it) ordained by God, and God
1s full of knowledge and wisdom™ {Al-Tawbah,
60}. Furthermore, Ziyad ibn al-Harith as-Su-
da’l narrated: “I came to the Messenger of
Allah (PBUH) and swore allegiance to him,
and after telling a long story he said: Then
a man came to him and said: Give me some
of the sadaqgah (alms). The Messenger of Al-
lah (PBUH) said: Allah is not pleased with
a Prophet’s or anyone else’s decision about
sadaqat till He has given a decision about
them Himself. He has divided those entitled
to them into eight categories, so if you come
within those categories, I shall give you what
you desire.”

{Sunan Abi Dawud 1630}.

The poor and the needy are amongst these
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categories. Therefore, it is permissible to
give them Zakah under the condition that it
1s made into their possession, as indicated by
the (#Y) in the above verse. Al-Biga'i said,
“After mentioning the first four categories
eligible to receive Zakah (the poor and the
needy, and those employed to administer the
(funds); for those whose hearts have been
(recently) reconciled (to Truth), and that it
should be made into their position, Allah,
The Almighty, mentioned the other catego-
ries which are to be given Zakah to meet
their particular needs: freeing a slave, set-
tling a debt, fighting in the cause of Allah(Ji-
had) and for the wayfarer to reach his home,
and this was indicated by (-2 in the same
verse.” {Nathm Ad-Durar, 505/8}.

Moreover, Zakah is to be given to the poor
once it is due on the giver and should be made
into the former's possession. An-Nawa-
wi {May Allah have mercy on him} said,
“Zakah is due immediately if possible: the
giver has the money and there are eligible re-
cipients.” {Menhaj At-Talibeen, 72}.

In conclusion, it isn't permissible to give the
Zakah to the charitable organization to cov-
er its various expenditures, such as salaries,
rent and the like. Rather, it is permissible to
give it to the poor patients who benefit from
the services of the organization; provided
that the Zakah is made into their possession.
In addition, there is no harm in delegating
the organization to receive the Zakah and di-
vide it amongst them. And Allah knows best.
In conclusion, it is permissible to use the
cards mentioned in the above question if the
afore conditions and rulings are observed.
And Allah knows.



v
Question :

What is the ruling of Sharia on speaking ill
of chaste believing women via social media
and inciting others to do so?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, the Lord of the
Worlds, and may His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Social media facilitates communication
amongst people and makes their life easier.
Allah, the Almighty, said {What means}, “O
mankind! We created you from a single (pair)
of a male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that ye may know each
other (not that ye may despise (each oth-
er).” {Al-Hujurat, 13}. In principle, people should
use social media in moderation and abide by
the Islamic moral code. However, social me-
dia could be misused by some and thus leads
to corruption, spreading rumors, slandering,
impugning people’s honor, committing sins
and publishing scandal broadcast. This is
prohibited by sharia and it is totally rejected
by the people of sound mind and nature. Al-
lah, the Exalted said {What means}, “Those
who love (to see) scandal published broad-
cast among the Believers, will have a griev-

that Social Media
Users be Honest and
Trustful

ous Penalty in this life and in the Hereafter:
God knows, and ye know not.” {An-Nur, 19}. If
this is the penalty of those who love to see
scandal published broadcast among the Be-
lievers, how about the penalty of those who
spread rumors!.

It is clearly stated in the Noble Quran that
it is prohibited to impugn the honor of the
chaste believing women, and that this deed is
characteristic of the disbelievers. It also clar-
ified our duty concerning such matter and
how to deal with it, in addition to warning
us against following the steps of the devil. In
this regard, Allah, the Almighty, said {What
means}, “And those who launch a charge
against chaste women, and produce not four
witnesses (to support their allegations),- flog
them with eighty stripes; and reject their ev-
idence ever after: for such men are wicked
transgressors;-"" {An-Nur, 4}.

In conclusion, in all aspects of life as well as
in social media, it is the duty of every Mus-
lim to observe integrity, honesty and trust-
fulness when conveying any piece of news.
This is because Allah, the Almighty, said,
{What means}” O ye who believe! Fear God
and be with those who are true (in word and
deed).” {At-tawbah, 119}. And Allah knows best.
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Rulings and Conditions Governing the Use of

Credit Cards

Question :

What is the ruling on using credit cards?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, the Lord of the
Worlds, and may His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Credit card is a modern means of payment
used by people to avoid carrying cash during
travel. Credit cards are of two types: covered
and uncovered, and the ruling of Sharia on
each varies according to their nature. The
relationship between the issuer and the cli-
ent-covered type- is one in which the former
is authorized to pay off on behalf of the lat-
ter. Therefore, it is permissible for the issuer
to receive a fee against the card.

On the other hand, the relationship between
the issuer of the second type and the client
i1s one of guarantee and loan. Therefore, it
is forbidden for the issuer to charge a fee
against this card. However, this excludes the
actual cost of the card's issuance. The rea-
son is that charging a fee against guarantee
is forbidden by consensus of the four legal
schools. In addition, it 1s forbidden to use the
card if it includes a usurious condition which
21440 -02019 | I3i

stipulates that the holder/client should pay a
certain sum in case he failed to pay off the
due debt {Uncovered withdrawals}.
Resolution No. (108/2/12) of the Internation-
al Islamic Figh Academy stated: “It is forbid-
den to issue an uncovered credit card, nor to
use it if 1t was conditioned with an interest,
even if the client was determined to settle
payments within the free grace period.”
Moreover, there is a number of general con-
ditions that should be observed when dealing
with such cards, and these are:

1-The issuer doesn't stipulate receiving a
usurious addition, if the client failed to pay
on time.

2-The trader doesn't charge an extra amount
over the true price of the commodity, be-
cause of the commission which is charged
from him by

the card’s issuer.

3-The purchased commodity isn't gold, sil-
ver or currency, in case the card was uncov-
ered.

In conclusion, it is permissible to use the
cards mentioned in the above question if the
afore conditions and rulings are observed.
And Allah knows.



Ruling on Friday Prayer for Individuals who

cannot Leave Work Place |

Question :

Is it permissible for individuals who can't
leave their work place, such as doctors, po-
lice officers and civil defense personnel, not
to join the congregation for Friday prayer
{Jumu'ah}?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, the Lord of the
Worlds, and may His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Friday prayer is obligatory and it is forbid-
den to leave it save for a legitimate excuse.
Ibn ‘Umar and Abu Hurairah (May Allah be
pleased with them) reported: We heard the
Messenger of Allah (PBUH) saying (while
delivering Khutbah on his wooden pulpit),
“Either some people (i.e., hypocrites) stop
neglecting the Friday prayers, or Allah will
seal their hearts and they will be among the
heedless.”’[Muslim].

The Prophet (PBUH) also said: “He who
leaves the Friday prayer (continuously) for
three Fridays on account of slackness, Allah
will print a stamp on his heart.”[Tirmithi].
As for jobs whose nature dictate that a person
remains at work, if the place of work isn't
the same as the place of residence, then there
is no sin on him to stay in his place of work
and pray Zuhr. This is because the conditions
of a traveler apply on him.

However, personnel whose jobs don’t require
that they remain at work are obliged to attend
the Jumu'ah. Therefore, they should seek the
permission of their boss to allow them to do
so. Nonetheless, doctors or police officers
who can't leave their stations because there
is nobody to fill in or there is no alternative

S SN, Y =2

is because attending to the needs of the sick,
as clarified by the jurists, or fearing for life
and wealth are amongst the legitimate excus-
es for waiving Jumu'ah.

“Legitimate excuses for waiving Jumu'ah
and other congregational prayers........ Leav-
ing Jumu'ah isn't permissible save for a le-
gitimate excuse, such as .....attending to the
needs of the sick who has no one to care for,
even if the latter wasn't amongst the relatives
of the attender, or he had someone attending
to his needs, but that someone was busy buy-
ing medications for him.......... Moreover,
fearing for a person's life, honor, wealth are
also amongst the legitimate excuses.” {Bushra
Al-Kareem, 1/331}. And Allah knows best.
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Ruling on Dealing with Electronic Clearing

Question :

What is the ruling of Sharia on dealing with
the electronic clearing employed by banks
nowadays?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, the Lord of the
Worlds, and may His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Electronic clearing is a process of exchanging
information (Including data, images, codes
and cheques) by electronic means through
the clearinghouse at the Central Bank of Jor-
dan, in addition to specifying the net balance
of the accounts resulting from this process at
a particular time.

These cheques are debts due on the cheque’s
payer to the cheque's payee. In this case,
banks are deputized to
collect debts through the
clearinghouse run by the
Central Bank. Electronic
clearing is tantamount to
presumptive encashment
of the cheque collected by |
the payee’s bank from the
payer's. ;
Resolution No.(55/4/6) by
the International Islamic
Figh Academy stated:
“Some forms of presump-
tive encashment considerable by Sharia and
custom are:

1- Bank charge of a certain sum in client ac-
count in the following cases:

A- Direct deposit or a bank draft.

B- An immediate stock exchange contract
between the client and the bank in case the
latter purchased currency in the favor of the
former.
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C- The bank-upon request of the client-de-
ducting a certain sum from his account and
placing it in another with a different curren-
cy, in the same bank or else and in favor of
the client or another beneficiary. It is imper-
ative that banks consider the rulings of the
exchange contract in light of Islamic laws.
It is excused to defer the bank charge to the
extent with which the beneficiary is able to
actually receive the sum within the custom-
ary timelines. However, it i1s impermissible
for the beneficiary to dispose of the currency
during the excused period i.e. he can dispose
of the currency after the excused period, and
the sum must go into the account of both par-
ties.

2- Reception of the cheque that has a drawa-

ble balance and in the currency stipulated in

-

the cheque upon its collection, but the bank
sequestrated it.

In conclusion, electronic clearing is a sys-
tem of collecting cheques from banks where
hand-to-hand exchange isn't a condition.
Rather, in “Electronic transactions”, it suf-
fices to make transfers to accounts or to use
any other method, which Sharia and custom
consider as immediate rather than delayed
payment. And Allah knows best.



Prayer

Question :

What is the ruling on one who sneezed
during prayer? Should he say ‘Al-
hamdulillah’? And is he permitted to
say ‘Yarhamukallaah’ to a sneezer?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds, and may His peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Mohammad
and upon all his family and
companions.

It is recommended for the
person who sneezes during
prayer to say ‘Alhamdulil-
lah’. Nevertheless, saying
that on purpose while recit-
ing Al-Fatihah breaks its in-
cessancy and so re-reciting
it becomes an obligation.
Moreover, it is better to de-
lay saying ‘Alhamdulillah’
until after finishing Al-Fati-
hah. An-Nawawi(May Allah
have mercy on him) said, “
While reciting Surat Al-Fa-
tihah, if the praying per-
son said ‘Alhamdulillah’ or
sneezed and said ‘Alhamdu-
lillah’, the incessancy of this
Surat is broken and so he/she is obliged to
re-recite 1t.” {Al-Majmou’, 3/359}.

However, it isn't permitted for a praying
person to say ‘Yarhamukallaah’ to a sneezer.
“It 1s permitted for a praying person to make
Du’aa’, as long as the addressee is non-oth-
er than the Messenger of Allah (PBUH). If
he said to someone, ‘may Allah forgive you’
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Saying Yarhamukallaah® to a Sneezer during

(Ghafarallaahulaka), ‘may Allah be pleased
with you’ (Radiallaahuanka) or ‘may Allah
bless you with recovery’ (Shafakhallaah),
then his prayer is invalidated. This is based
on the Hadith of Mu"aawiyah Ibn Al-Hakam.
If the praying person greeted someone with
‘Asalamualikum’ or was greeted by some-
one and replied by saying ‘Waalikassalaam’
or said to a sneezer ‘Rahimakahallaah or

Yarhamukallaah’, then his prayer is inval-
idated.......... However, if he returned the
greeting by saying ‘Wa'alihiassalaam’ and
said to a sneezer ‘Yarhamuhoallaah’, then
his prayer isn't invalidated according to the
consensus of the fellow scholars because it
is a pure Du'aa’.” {Al-Majmou’, 4/84}. And Allah

knows best.
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dren, the inheritance is divided on basis of
the aforementioned verse: “to the male the
equivalent of the portion of two females.”
This is a text of definitive authenticity and
implication, so there is no room, here, for
construing or distorting.

Scholars have pointed out that the financial
burden shouldered by the inheritors is one of
the key standards deemed considerable by the
Lawgiver with regard to laws of inheritance.
In light of the just Islamic system, the civ-
il status regulations along with the familial
code have imposed on the male, be he a hus-
band, a son or a brother, huge financial bur-
dens towards his dependents, and this aims
to honor and protect women, in particular,
against poverty and need. Another example
on those burdens is that the man is obliged to
give Mahr (Bridal gift) to the woman, even
if she is rich; whereas, she doesn't have to
provide for him since she is financially inde-
pendent. To face all these burdens, the por-
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tion of the male is equivalent to the portion
of two females, as indicated in the above sce-
nario. At the same time, in other scenarios,
the portion of a female is higher than that of
a male because there are two other standards
correlating with the above standard (Finan-
cial burden), and they are degree of kinship
and generation. None is allowed to interfere
in this meticulous division and none can un-
derstand its details nor the wisdom behind it.
In conclusion, the Board confirms the defini-
tiveness of the divine injunction (to the male
the equivalent of the portion of two females)
mentioned above and calls on all Muslims to
pursue real reform and work on uplifting the
Muslim Nation socially, economically, po-
litically and scientifically. And Allah knows
best.



following criteria:

First: The Ministry’s Legal Department pre-
sents a report that shows that the debtor is
rich and is intentionally delaying the pay-
ment of the debt.

Second: The Ministry's Council is entitled
to cancel the whole interest or part of it de-
pending on each case.

Third: Spending the value of the interest on
the Waqf programs approved by Sharia.
After deliberations, the Board arrived at the
following resolution:

The legal interest imposed by some laws
on the debtor who fails to pay off debts on
time is usury/Riba, and thus unlawful for a
Muslim to claim or benefit from. Calling it
a compensation doesn't change the fact that
it is usury/Riba. This is confirmed by Reso-
lution No.(2/6) of the International Islamic
Figh Academy, which states: “It is unlawful
for the rich debtor to delay paying off due
payments. Nevertheless, it isn't permissi-
ble to stipulate that he gives a compensation
against this procrastination.”

Sharia doesn't punish procrastination by im-
posing an interest on debt although it is un-
lawful for the rich to delay paying off due
debt. This is particularly when it comes to
public Juris, such as the properties of the
Awqaf and the orphans. At the same time,
it isn't permissible for individuals or insti-
tutions to claim the legal interest. Rather,
the creditor should take the necessary meas-
ures(Guarantees) to collect his money with
avoiding procrastination on the part of the
debtor. Allah, the Almighty, said, “but God
hath permitted trade and forbidden usu-
1y.”{Al-Baqarah, 275}. Jabir said that Allah’s
Messenger (PBUH) cursed the accepter of
interest and its payer, and one who records
it, and the two witnesses, and he said:
They are all equal. And Allah knows best.

Resolution No.(268)Rul-
ing on Giving Males and
Females Equal Portions of
Inheritance

All perfect praise be to Allah The Lord of the
Worlds and may His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

On its fourteenth session held on the above
date, the Board reviewed the questionnaire
about the permissibility of giving equal por-
tions of inheritance to males and females on
absolute basis. Some say that the verse “ Al-
lah chargeth you concerning (the provision
for) your children: to the male the equiva-
lent of the portion of two females...” {An-Nisa,
11} isn't a clear revelation, Quranic texts are
amenable to Ijtihad (Independent reasoning
or the thorough exertion of a jurist's men-
tal faculty in finding a solution to a legal
question) and the Quran suits every time and
place. Does the ruler have the authority to
pass a law whereby males and females take
equal shares of inheritance?

After deliberating, the Board arrived at the
following:

Inheritance is clearly prescribed in the No-
ble Quran where Allah, The Almighty, has
taken charge of dividing it rightfully and
justly so that the people deal with each other
justly. He, the Exalted, hasn't left this mat-
ter to the will of a ruler nor the Ijtihad of a
researcher. He, the Almighty, said, “It is an
injunction from Allah. Lo! Allah is Knower,
Wise.” {An-Nisa', 11}. Since an injunction is an
obligation, then there is no room, here, for
[jtihad. This is not because this divine divi-
sion contradicts justice; rather, it achieves
justice. Therefore, upon the death of a father
or a mother who has male and female chil-
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Resolution No.(266):Ruling
on Renting Mosque's Roof

All perfect praise be to Allah The Lord of the
Worlds and may His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all his
family and companions.

On its fourteenth session held on the above date,
the Board reviewed the letter of His Excellency
Minister of Awqaf Islamic Affairs and Holy Plac-
es (No0.3/2/346-5/11/2018). It read as follows: 1
would like to bring to Your Grace's attention the
fact that the Awqaf Council has reviewed the re-
quest submitted for investing the roof and yards
of Huthayfah Ibn Al-Yaman's Mosque (Tabara-
boor). Ad-Dar Darak Restaurant will install a so-
lar system there for a period of twenty-five years
in return for an annual payment. However, the
Ministry of Awqaf will be the sole owner of that
system and it won't affect the mosque’s solar
panels. Could you clarify the ruling of Sharia on
this so that the Awqaf Council takes the proper
decision in light of it?

After deliberating, the Iftaa” Board arrived at the
following resolution:

There is no harm in renting the roof of that
mosque for installing solar power generators
where the rent money is steered to the benefit
of the mosque. This is provided that this project
doesn't prevent people from performing prayers

since Sharia neither hinders a well-established |

interest nor whatever helps visit and maintain
the mosques of Allah. The important thing, here,

is that the Waqf (Endowment) maintains serving
the purpose for which it was endowed in the first
place and that no harm is inflicted upon the pray-
ing people and other worshippers. The proof of
this is that it was reported that some Hanafi ju-
risprudents said, “It is allowed to rent the roof of
a mosque to use the rent money for its mainte-
nance.” {Al-Bahar Al-Raa’iq}. And Allah knows best.
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ResolutionNo.(267)
Ruling on Claiming

the Legal Interest

All perfect praise be to Allah The Lord of
the Worlds and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad
and upon all his family and companions.
On its fourteenth session held on the
above date, the Board reviewed let-
ter No.4/5/1-8/11/2018, which reads: 1
would like to bring to Your Grace's atten-
tion the fact that the Ministry has never
claimed the legal interest which usually
results from filing lawsuits against debt-
ors. Debtors’ non-adherence to making
payments on time has inflicted harm on
creditors. Debtors are actually benefiting
from the Waqf's wealth, taking hold of it
(Waqf) and paying off debts at their own
convenience since they aren't forced to
pay interest as a penalty for their procras-
tination. Resolution (55),7/11/2001

i

of the Iftaa Board allowed collectmg the
legal interest as a compensation for harm,
not as a usurious interest. In addition, the
Court of Cassation (Supreme Court) has
issued some resolutions confirming that
this interest is a compensation for harm.
In light of this, could Your Grace discuss
this issue with the Iftaa’ Board to consid-
er the permissibility of claiming the legal
interest resulting from the lawsuits filed
by the Ministry; in accordance with the



Resolution No.(265):Ruling on

Preventive Mastectomy

All perfect praise be to Allah The Lord of the
Worlds and may His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

On its twelfth session held on the above
date, the Board reviewed the question sent
to the electronic website of the General If-
taa" Department. It sated: Is it permissible
for a woman to undergo preventive mastec-
tomy, because she is at risk of getting can-
cer as indicated by the medical history of her
family's where both her sister and mother
already have it? Is it permissible that she has
her breast filled with silicon as a cosmetic
procedure? It is worth pointing out that from
a scientific point of view, the removal of the
breast is purely preventive.

After deliberating, the Board arrived at the
following decision:

The final say as regards the suitable medical
treatment pertains to the trustworthy people
of specialized medical experience. Accord-
ing to them, valid and reliable scientific re-
search has proven that rise in the percentage

of getting cancer is due to genetic factors;
particularly when tests show that the mother
has had that disease since an early age. When
test results of genetic mutations show that
cancer is likely to be passed to the next gen-
eration, preventive mastectomy is favored, as
it takes precedence over waiting for cancer to
attack since there is high risk that it will, and
it is far more serious than the harms of mas-
tectomy itself. In this case, we recommend
that the questioner follows the advice of the
people of specialty and undergoes the pre-
ventive mastectomy since the agreed upon
rules of Sharia confirm that harm should be
eliminated and when there are two evils, the
lessor should be chosen.

However, if the fear of getting cancer is un-
justified or it is a mere over-exaggerated
psychological concern, then we don't allow
resorting to preventive mastectomy since Is-
lam has honored the human body. The alter-
native lies in early detection and preventive
treatment, as this is better. And Allah knows

best.
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have, appoint the right person in the right po-
sition, and choose individuals according to
their skill and knowledge, and not according
to the degree of kinship or love.

This is how the Prophet (PBUH) taught
us to explore and invest other's capacities.
So, if a person is good at particular thing,
then he should be set apart on that basis.
This reflected in the following narration:
Anas Ibn Malik(May Allah be pleased with
him) narrated that the Prophet(PBUH) said
(What means):” that the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH) said: “The most merciful of my na-
tion to my nation is Abu Bakr, and the most
severe of them concerning the order of Allah
is ‘Umar, and the most truly modest of them

is ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan. The best reciter (of
the Qur’an) among them is Ubayy bin Ka’b,
the most knowledgeable of them concerning
(the laws of) inheritance is Zaid bin Thabit,
the most knowledgeable of them concerning
the lawful and the unlawful is Mu’adh bin
Jabal. Truly, every nation has a trustworthy
one, and the trustworthy one of this nation is
Abu ‘Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrah.” Therefore, as
mentioned above, a leader should discover
the skills of his followers and choose them
accordingly.

Further, he (PBUH) taught us how to make
use of other nations’ experiences, and never
criticize any unfamiliar or weird experience
based on its source. This is because, during

Al-Ahzab battle, Salman Al-Farisi (May Al-
lah be pleased with him), suggested digging
a ditch as a defensive line for Al-Madinah
since the Persians have used this strategy in
warfare, so the Prophet (PBUH) approved of
that.
Furthermore, wisdom is a faithful one's wish
and Muslims are worthier to have it. There-
fore, making use of other nations” experienc-
es and developing them is one characteristic
of a successful leader.
Moreover, he (PBUH) is our role model
when it comes to consulting others and not
listening only to one's-self, although none
will blame him for that, since he is Allah’s
Messenger and many of his acts and words
are divinely inspired. Nevertheless,
he used to consult his companions
and listen to what they have to say in

. almost every matter. This is reflected

in the following examples:
He{PBUH} took Al-Habab Ibn Al-
Monther’s opinion regarding the spot
that the Muslim army should be sta-
tioned at in the battle of Bader and
gave him the permission to negoti-
ate with the disbelievers regarding the
prisoners, he{PBUH} consulted his com-
panions in the battle of Ohoud and took Sal-
man’s opinion as mentioned earlier. Thus, a
good leader should be keen on consulting his
followers and listening to what they have to
say, and this can only be achieved in an at-
mosphere full of freedom and respect, and
finding such an atmosphere is a leader's
prime responsibility.
In conclusion, every person is a leader-capa-
ble of changing and developing- and all we
need to do is to take the initiative towards
that end {Allah guideth whom He will unto
a straight path.}, so isn't it time for hard

work!?
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and peace be upon him) and his nation were
commanded, at the beginning, to pray in the
direction of Al-Masjid Al-Agsa, the Qiblah
of all Monotheists.

The Prophet (Blessings and peace be upon
him) returned from this journey filled with
hope. It made him more determined to spread
the message of Islam. Once that journey end-
ed and dawn broke, he (Blessings and peace
be upon him) began telling his companions
and tribesmen about the amazing portents
and miracles that he had seen. God forbids
that he (Blessings and peace be upon him)
was showing off. Rather, he was familiar-
izing them with the greatness and power of
their creator Whom he asked them to asso-
ciate no partners with. He (Blessings and
peace be upon him) also wanted to test the
hearts of his followers to separate the weak
from the strong.

This journey has acquainted us with Proph-
et Mohammad's status in the sight of Allah
the Almighty, and demonstrated how Allah
the Exalted helps His Messengers and slaves
when the earth, vast as it is, becomes strait-
ened for them. It is both a message and a
comfort for the discomforted, the grief strick-
en, the mentally worried, and the oppressed:
Never give up hope and faith in Almighty Al-
lah, because the One Who had removed the
troubles of Prophet Mohammad (Blessings
and peace be upon him), will never desert
His slaves for He is their Lord and Guardian.
At time of duress, a slave resorts to none but
Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially
Merciful. Therefore, a Muslim shouldn't de-
spair of Allah’s mercy no matter how serious
the afflictions are. Rather, he/she should be
strong in all situations following our Role
Model, Prophet Mohammad (Blessings and
peace be upon him). And all praise be to the
Lord of the Worlds.
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The Culture of Building

By Dr. Mufti Hassan Abu Arqoob

Work, building, and development are key
features of advanced cultures as it is highly
unlikely for one to find an advanced coun-
try whose progress rests on the ignorance or
laziness of its citizens. Actually, countries
are built through quality education and hard
work, and this is Allah’s law in the universe.
Further, Allah has combined means to results
and ordered us to make use of all available
means and to do whatever is possible in order
to get the result that we aspire to. At the same
time, we should believe, deep down, that Al-
lah will help us when using those means.
However, belief alone isn't sufficient; rath-
er, it must be accompanied with actual work
where available means are taken advantage
of, as enjoined by our Islamic creed.

If we ponder on the biography of our role
model, Prophet Mohammad (Blessings and
peace be upon him), we can’t help but to no-
tice that it is replete with lessons urging us to
building and development. When the Proph-
et (PBUH) entered Medina and wanted to
build a mosque, he helped his companions in
moving stones and this is a practical exam-
ple of how the role model should be. After a
while, it was brought to his attention that one
of the companions was very good in mixing
and preparing mud, so he made him in charge
of that task. Actually, many benefits can be
derived from this narration: A leader should
be familiar with every skill that his followers
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In spite of the cruel circumstances and the
hardships that the Prophet (Blessings and
peace be upon him) had experienced, he
wasn't expecting any rewards. Rather, his po-
sition manifested pure servitude to Almighty
Allah, Who raised him to the Lote Tree of
the utmost boundary { Sidrat Al-Muntaha}
till he was (distant) two bows’ length or even
nearer. In return for this servitude, Allah the
Exalted sent him (Blessings and peace be
upon him) on this night journey to strength-
en his heart, give him comfort, and elevate
him to a higher status, and this why chapter
Al-Isra’ starts with “Glorified be He Who

Lessons from Isra’

Mi raj Anniversary

and

By Secretary General,
Dr. Ahmad Al-Hasanat L

vine gifts. It was favored with the five daily
prayers, which are tantamount to the journey
of Isra” and Mi'raj in the sense that a Mus-
lim"s soul ascends to the sky five times every
day. In other words, the five daily prayers
bring a Muslim closer to Allah parallel to the
night journey, which the Prophet (Blessings
and peace be upon him) undertook.

It was a connection between the two most
sacred spots on the face of the Earth and
the two oldest mosques established for wor-
shipping Almighty Allah: Jerusalem and the
Ancient House. By virtue of this, al-Mas-
jid al-Haram (in Makkah) has become the

carried His servant by night..” {Al-Isra, 1}.

On this journey, Allah showed him some of
His greater portents and the dimensions of
His power. He was honored with speaking
to His Lord without barrier. He was grant-
ed a status that no other Messenger has ever
had. His nation also had its share of these di-

brother of Al-Masjid Al-Agsa and the sanc-
tity of the two has become one. As Ka'bbah
is the Qiblah (The direction that Muslims
face when engaged in ritual prayer) of Mus-
lims, Al-Masjid Al-Agsa is the Qiblah of
the Prophets and the Messengers. Thus, it

wasn't surprising that the Prophet (Blessings
36310l | clioyl



towards Al-Agsa Mosque. He dispatched his
armies to conquer Sham (Syria), but he died
trying to accomplish that sacred mission. He
was succeeded by Caliph Omar Bin Al-Khat-
taab (May Allah be pleased with him) where
the latter appointed Abu Obaidah Amir Bin
Al-Jarrah to resume that mission.

The efforts of these great Caliphs have fi-
nally paid off. The inhabitants of Jerusalem
approved of handing the keys of the city to
Caliph Omar. Upon his arrival, he started
chanting Allahu Akbar along with his army.
It was so loud and majestic that it resonated
throughout the whole city.

The pact of Omar was amongst the greatest
peace accords ever recorded in history as it
documents the values of human dignity, citi-
zenship, as well as the freedom of belief and
opinion.

Under Omar's reign, Al-Aqsa Mosque was
overwhelmed with peace and stability. It
received study groups and was visited by
worshippers, scholars, and righteous people.
The prevailing atmosphere was so majestic
as if its minarets were embracing the mina-
rets of the Prophet’'s Mosque and the Sacred
Mosque of Mecca. Unfortunately, the Cru-
saders desecrated it in 492 H, and commit-
ted unspeakable atrocities. The situation re-
mained as such until Salah ad-Din or Saladin
defeated them and took Jerusalem back in
the month of Rajab, 583 H.

After the reign of Salah ad-Din, Jerusalem
was the target of many crusades, but the
Muslim army fought them back with tooth
and nail. Jerusalem remained under the reign
of the Muslims until the Sykes—Picot Agree-
ment and the Balfour declaration tore Pales-
tine apart, maximizing the already weak po-
sition of the Muslim Nation. This has paved
the way for the Jews to occupy parts of Pal-
estine in 1948 and Al-Aqgsa Mosque in 1967.
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In 1968, they burnt the mosque along with
Salah ad-Din’s pulpit, and they have been
occupying Palestine ever since.

Jerusalem along with Al-Aqsa Mosque are
closely connected with the modern Jordani-
an State through the Hashemite family. Jeru-
salem and the cities of the West Bank used to
be under the administration of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan.

Hussein bin Ali, Sharif of Mecca and Leader
of the Great Arab Revolt, supported Al-Agsa
Mosque and made substantial donations in
its favor. He even requested to be buried near
the sacred sanctuary; embodying his keen-
ness on Jerusalem, Palestine, and Al-Aqgsa
Mosque. King Abdullah the first was mar-
tyred on the entrance of Al-Agsa Mosque, in
the old city of Jerusalem. Later on, his son
King Talal continued that sacred mission.
When King Hussein was sworn in, he estab-
lished Al Agsa and Dome of the Rock Res-
toration Committee through Law No.(32),
1954. Later on, when King Abdullah the
second was sworn in, he gave directives for
restoring the various Islamic sites of Jerusa-
lem.

This religious correlation explains Jordan's
connectedness to Jerusalem and Al-Agsa
Mosque. This is actually supported by au-
thentic non- interpolated texts of Sharia.
Jerusalem is the beating heart of the Muslim
Nation and any negotiation over its status is
entirely unacceptable and out of the question.
Undoubtedly, Sharia texts tightly connect
Jerusalem with the creed of every Muslim,
which can’t be altered by international reso-
lutions dictated upon a nation going through
a temporary stage of weakness. We pray that
Allah blesses us with victory and the restora-
tion of Al-Agsa Mosque to the fold of Islam.
Indeed, Allah hears and responds to suppli-
cation.



Isra’ and Mi raj Anniversary:

A Connection between Jerusalem and the

Muslim Nation

“Glorified be He Who carried His servant by night from
By Grand M;lfti of Jordan, the Inviolable Place of Worship to the Far distant place
of worship the neighbourhood whereof We have bless-
ed, that We might show him of Our tokens! Lo! He,
only He, is the Hearer, the Seer.” {Al-Isra’, 1}. The city of
Jerusalem embodies Prophets’ unity in their call to Al-

lah. They were gathered on the night of Isra’ and led in
prayer by Prophet Mohammad (Blessings and peace of
Allah be upon him), the seal of the Prophets and Mes-
sengers.

This blessed night has connected all Muslims, in time

and space, with Al-Agsa Mosque. Therefore, the reli-
gious dimension of Al-Agsa Mosque's issue i1s defined,
nowadays, in light of the Message of Prophet Moham-

mad (Blessings and peace of Allah be upon him).

This connectedness was strengthened by the divine
decree in which Muslims were commanded to turn to-
wards Al-Agsa Mosque when performing the five daily
prayers. In addition, the Prophet (Blessings and peace

be upon him) clarified its virtues and called all Muslims

to visit and maintain this place of worship. He (Bless-

ings and peace be upon him) said: “Do not undertake

a journey to visit any Mosque, but three: this Mosque

of mine, the Mosque of al-Haram and the Mosque of
Agsa (Bait al-Maqdis)” {Agreed upon}. Clearly, the Proph-

et (Blessings and peace be upon him) is directing all
Muslims to visit this mosque to highlight its status as a
Muslim place of worship.

Upon assuming the caliphate, Abu Baker set his compassa

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalayleh
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