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timGS.”{Hashyat Al-Jamal, a Shafie’ book}.
Moreover, Hanafie scholars are of the view
that performing voluntary Tawaf around the
Kaba seven times isn't an obligation, and
that a person gets rewarded in accordance
with the number of times that he performs.
This is also one view of the Shafie scholars.
“It is permissible for a person to perform as
many times of voluntary Tawaf as he likes
because it is an act of worship.” {Majma’ Al-An-
hor, a Hanafie book}.

“Is it valid to offer one time of voluntary
Tawaf? It was stated in “Al-Um”, a Shafie
book, “ a person is rewarded in accordance
with the times of Tawaf that he performs, as
if he offered only one Rakah.” {Asna al-Matalib, a
Shafie book}.

“Whoever performs voluntary Tawaf around
the Kaba one time or two times will be re-
warded accordingly, and it isn't a condition
that he should perform seven times.” {Ibn Mof-
lih, “Al-Forou'}.

In conclusion, it is preferable and more pru-
dent to perform voluntary Tawaf around the
Kaba seven times, if one has the ability to do
so, in order to receive the full reward from
Almighty Allah, and to be on the safe side
as far as the scholars’ disagreement on this
matter 1s concerned. However, if he couldn't
deliver that much for a certain excuse, then
he will be rewarded for the times that he
managed to perform. And Allah knows best.

Aliftaa’ Social Media:

facebook.com/aliftaajo

twitter.com/aliftaajo

General Aliftaa’ Department



Figh Assembly issued in its twelfth session
stated, “It is permissible for the bank which
issues the credit cards to charge a commis-
sion from the seller in return for the purchas-
es of the customer, provided that commod-
ities prices paid for by credit card are the
same as in cash.” And Allah knows best.

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds, and may His peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Mohammad
and upon all his family and companions.

The contractual relationship between the
company which issues the cards and the
school is based on authorization and broker-
age. The school administration authorizes
the company to collect the tuition fees paid
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less than Seven Times

Question :

Is it valid for someone who isn't offering
Hajj or Umrah to perform voluntary Tawaf
(Circumambulation) around the Kaba for
less than seven times?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
There is a consensus amongst Muslim schol-
ars that performing voluntary Tawaf around
the Kaba seven times 1s recommended since
Ibn Omar narrated that the Prophet(PBUH)

by parents through credit cards in return for
an agreed upon percentage.

Accordingly, it is permissible to deal with
the aforesaid cards and collect payments us-
ing them, provided that no additional fees
are added to the percentage which is already
agreed upon with the parents of the students.
The resolution of the International Islamic
Figh Assembly issued in its twelfth session
stated, “It is permissible for the bank which
issues the credit cards to charge a commis-
sion from the seller in return for the purchas-
es of the customer, provided that commod-
ities prices paid for by credit card are the
same as in cash.” And Allah knows best.

Ruling on Performing Voluntary Tawaf for

said, “ Whoever performs Tawaf around this
House seven times and he keeps track of it,
then it 1s as 1f he freed a slave. “{at-Tirmidhi}.
As for performing less than seven times,
Shaffie and Maliki scholars, according to the
reliable opinion of their schools, are of the
view that performing less than seven times
doesn't avail a person.“Performing less than
seven times of voluntary Tawaf doesn't avail
a pCI'SOIl.”{ Al-Bajaji, “Shareh al-Mowat'a”}.
“Voluntary Tawaf is seven times, not less.
However, it was reported that Al-Khadim,
an eminent scholar, said that it is permis-
sible for a person to offer less than seven



itable initiatives since Almighty Allah said,
“The parable of those who spend their sub-
stance in the way of God is that of a grain of
corn: it groweth seven ears, and each ear Hath
a hundred grains. God giveth manifold in-
crease to whom He pleaseth: And God careth
for all and He knoweth all things.” {Al-Baqarah,
261}. Moreover, Abu Hurairah (May Allah
be pleased with him) reported: Messenger
of Allah (PBUH) said, “He who gives in
charity the value of a date which he legally
earned, and Allah accepts only that which is
pure, Allah accepts it with His Right Hand
and fosters it for him, as one of you fosters
his mare, until it becomes like a mountain.”
[Al- Bukhari and Muslim].

Islam has left the door open for getting re-
warded when coming up with innovative

Ruling on Paying by
Credit Card

Question :

What is the ruling of Sharia on using cred-
it cards(Visa, Master...) by parents to pay
for the tuition of their children where the
company which issues the cards deducts an
agreed upon percentage and deposits the rest
in the school's bank account within two or
three days?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

ideas for charitable initiatives. Prophet Mo-
hammad(PBUH) said, “He who introduced
some good practice in Islam which was fol-
lowed after him (by people) he would be
assured of reward like one who followed it,
without their rewards being diminished in
any respect.” {Muslim}.

Accordingly, it is permissible to take such
initiatives and we encourage all members of
our community to come up with innovative
ideas to help the poor and needy. However,
it should be pointed out that these donations
are considered voluntary charities and not
Zakat(Obligatory charity) because the latter
should be made in the possession of the poor
directly or through a deputy, and without
any delay. And Allah knows best.

The contractual relationship between the
company which issues the cards and the
school is based on authorization and broker-
age. The school administration authorizes
the company to collect the tuition fees paid
by parents through credit cards in return for
an agreed upon percentage.

Accordingly, it is permissible to deal with
the aforesaid cards and collect payments us-
ing them, provided that no additional fees
are added to the percentage which is already
agreed upon with the parents of the students.
The resolution of the International Islamic



of Allah! You ordered us to leave although
we haven't collected our money from debt-
ors because the time of settlement isn't due
yet.” He, peace be upon him, said “Da’oo wa
Ta'ajjaloo” i.e. “waive or forgive” a portion
ofthat debt in return for immediate settlement
of the rest of your money by debtors.” (Related
by Al-Hakim, but Al-Baihaqi considered it a weak narration} .
Because usury is addition against delay in
settlement, it totally harms the debtor and dif-
fers from “Da’oo wa Ta'ajjaloo” where both
parties(Creditor and debtor) benefit from
that transaction. The latter view was adopted
by the International Islamic Figh Academy
in its resolution No.(66), but stipulated that
no prior agreement was reached to that end.
Third: The deduction is made from the debts
which the debtor has failed to settle on time.
In this case, it is permissible to deduct a por-
tion of that debt against early settlement of
the rest of the money in order to become debt

Question :

We are launching a charitable initiative
where customers of shops leave some mon-
ey to help the poor buy whatever goods they
need. What is the ruling of Sharia on this in-
itiative?

Answer :

We are launching a charitable initiative
where customers of shops leave some mon-

free.

Fourth: The deduction wasn't conditioned
by the contracting parties; rather, it was a
donation/gift from the creditor because the
debtor had settled the rest of the money or
the deferred payments earlier than agreed in
the original contract.

Fifth: It is permissible for the debtor to give
the creditor a commodity against his debt,
even if its value was less than that of the
debt, and this was permitted by the majority
of the Muslim scholars. For further details,
please refer to the books (Bedayat Al-Mojtahid by
Ibn Roshd & Al-Qawaneen Al-Fighia by Ibn Al-Jazzi}.

In conclusion, deducting a portion of the de-
ferred debt, upon request of debtor or cred-
itor, in return for early settlement of the rest
of the money is permissible, and isn't Riba
so long as it wasn't conditioned in the origi-
nal contract. And Allah knows best.

Encouraging People
to Donate and Take
Charitable Initiatives

ey to help the poor buy whatever goods they
need. What is the ruling of Sharia on this in-
itiative?

Answer: All perfect praise be to Allah, The
Lord of The Worlds, and may his peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet Mohammad
and upon all his family and companions.
Islam has encouraged people to give chari-
ty(Sadagah), make donations and take char-
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Question :

Someone has bought a car through a Prov-
ident fund based on a Murabaha contract. Is
it permissible to deduct a portion of the pay-
ments due on him in return for early settle-
ment of the rest of the debt?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
Deducting a portion of debt in what's called
“Debt Contracts™ in return for early settle-
ment is called by Muslim jurists “Da’ wa
Ta'ajjal” i.e. when the creditors “waive or
forgive” a portion of the debt in return for
early settlement of the rest of the money.” In
this regard, there are five cases:

First: Deducting a portion of debt is condi-
tioned in the original contract. In this case,
this 1s considered Riba(interest and/or usu-
ry). It is like making two transactions com-
bined in one bargain, and this is forbidden
since The Prophet (PBUH) said: “If anyone
makes two transactions combined in one bar-
gain, he should have the lesser of the two or
it will involve usury.” {Related by Abi Dawud}.
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Ruling on Deducting a Portion of
Debt against early Settlement

Second: Deducting a portion of debt in return
of early settlement of the rest of the money
1s agreed upon after having concluded the
original contract. In fact, the majority of the
Muslim scholars have forbidden this based
on the preponderant opinion of the four
schools of thought. They have based their
view on the Hadith reported by Al-Miqdad
Bin Al-Aswad who said, “I lent a man one
hundred dinars. I said to him: “Pay me nine-
ty as early as you could against waiving ten
dinars from the original sum.” The man re-
plied, “ Okay.”Later, Al-Miqgdad mentioned
that to the Prophet(PBUH). He, peace and
blessings be upon him, said, “You have dealt
1n usury.” {Related by Al-Baihaqgi}. Since deduction
against early settlement is similar to addition
against delayed settlement, both give finan-
cial value to the time factor.

On the other hand, Ibn Abbas, may Allah
bless them both, Al-Nokha'l, Ibn Serene and
Zufar permitted deducting a portion of the
debt against early settlement of the rest of the
money based on the narration of Ibn abbas
where it 1s stated that when the Prophet(P-
BUH) wanted to make Bani An-Nadeer leave
Madinah, they said to him, “O" Messenger



Question :

What is the ruling on the wife who curses
her husband or his family and the one who
curses Allah?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.
Basically, the relationship between spous-
es should rest on love, mercy and tranquil-
lity. In fact, this relationship constitutes the
foundation upon which happiness and fami-
ly are based. This is because Allah, The Al-
mighty, says, “ And among His Signs is this,
that He created for you mates from among
yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquilli-
ty with them, and He has put love and mer-
cy between your (hearts): verily in that are
Signs for those who reflect.”’ {Ar-Rum, 21}. Mar-
ital disputes should be defused with kindness
and mutual understanding since negligence
and verbal abuse aren’t permissible in Shar-
ia. The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said, “A
true believer is not involved in taunting, or
frequently cursing (others) or in indecency or
abusing.”[At-Tirmidhi]. He, peace be upon him,
also said, “A person utters a word thought-
lessly (i.e., without thinking about its being
good or not) and, as a result of this, he will
fall down into the fire of Hell deeper than

' Marital Relationship Rests on Love and Mercy

the distance between the east and the west
.”{Bukhari}. Moreover, it isn't permissible for
any of the spouses to attack or curse the oth-
er; rather, he/she should deal kindly because
the Prophet(PBUH) said, “ The best of you is
the best to his wives, and I am the best of you
to my wives, and when your companion dies,
leave him alone.”’[At-Tirmidhi].

As regards cursing Almighty Allah, it is a
major sin that a true God-fearing Muslim
isn’t likely to commit. Therefore, such a per-
son must make sincere repentance immedi-
ately, ask for forgiveness and revert to Islam
by uttering the testimonies of faith. Concern-
ing the validity of that person's marriage
contract, according to the Hanafie school of
thought, it is tied with his reverting to Islam.
If he reverted before the end of Idda(waiting
period observed by woman due to divorce or
husband's death), then the contract remains
valid, but if he didn't, then the contract is
invalidated. Later on, if he repents, reverts
to Islam, and decides to return his wife, he
must make a new marriage contract and give
a new Mabher(Bridal gift).

In conclusion, we advise the above spous-
es to treat each other kindly, fight the evil
suggestions of the devil and avoid whatev-
er leads to animosity and hatred. And Allah
knows best.




Question :

I have two wives and used to accommodate
each in a separate house, but after [ was laid
off from work, I couldn't afford that, so I
rented one house and gave each a separate
room with separate facilities. What is the rul-
ing of Sharia on that?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

In principle, Islam requires the man who
has more than one wife to treat them with
equity and equality. Each should be kept in
a separate house, reflecting the social sta-
tus, the practiced custom and the financial
ability of the husband. Therefore, he isn't
allowed to keep them in one accommoda-
tion without their previous consent since it
causes harm due to the Ghirah(A feeling of
great fury and anger when one's honor and
prestige is injured or challenged). Al-Imam
Al-Ansari said, “He should accommodate
each in a suitable residence with separate fa-
cilities, and even in separate rooms that have
separate facilities. Therefore, it is forbidden

Ruling on Accommodating
two Wives in one House

that he accommodates them in the same res-
1dence with the same facilities, even for one
night, save with their previous approval so
as to prevent disagreement.”{Asna Al-Matalib,
3/231}. This view was adopted in article (75)
of the Jordanian Civil Status Code which
stated, “The husband doesn’t have the right
to accommodate his two wives in the same
residence save with their previous approval.”
However, if the husband was in a hard up,
then it is permissible that he accommodates
his two wives in one house provided that
each is given a separate room to go about her
daily life conveniently until his financial sit-
uation becomes better. Almighty Allah said,
“Let the man of means spend according to
his means: and the man whose resources are
restricted, let him spend according to what
God has given him. God puts no burden on
any person beyond what He has given him.
After a difficulty, God will soon grant re-
lief.”{At-Talan}.

We recommend the afore individuals to fear
Allah and be patient because with hardship
comes ease. And Allah knows best.



brothers and sisters or sisters. “Once boys
reach the age of ten, they must be separated
in beds, and the same rule applies to boys and
women as well as boys and men since such
a thing(Non-separation in beds) could drive
them to dissoluteness, even after a while....
The purpose, here, is to separate them in the
beds on which they sleep, when they reach
ten years of age, to prevent what is feared
to lead to temptation as a way of preventing
what is forbidden from taking place.” {Hashyat
Ibn Abdeen}.

According to the author of {Mawahib Al-Jaleel},
“Separation”, here, means: “Each must sleep
in a separate bed.”

Is it Allowed

to Eat Cheese
Made in Western
Countries with
Animal Rennet?

Question :

Is it allowed to eat cheese made in western
countries with animal rennet?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
the Worlds, and may His peace and blessings
be upon our Prophet Muhammad and upon
all his family and companions.

There is no harm in eating cheese made in
western countries, and a Muslim isn't re-
quired to trace the source of the rennet used
in its (cheese) making since, in principle,
their food is lawful, as Allah, The Almighty,
said{what means}: “The food of the People
of the Book is lawful unto you” {Al-Mai'dah,5}.
“It is allowed to eat cheese made with rennet

However, once he/she reaches puberty, the
Sharia rulings which apply to adults apply to
them.

In conclusion, guardians, supervisors of
children’s care homes, and organizations in
charge of children's affairs in general are
obliged to observe the following:

First: Giving a separate bed for each child
that reaches ten years of age.

Second: Separating males and females once
they reach this age.

Third: All must preserve chastity, be they
children, supervisors, or workers at such
homes. And Allah knows best.

of an animal fed with other than milk since
banning that increases difficulties on people
while there is a maxim in Sharia that says:
“ Difficulties demand facilitation.” {Nehayat
Al-Mohtajj, 1/245} by Al-Imam Al-Ramli}.

In conclusion, it is allowed to eat cheese
made in western countries since Abu Dawud
reported that [bn Omar narrated: “ The Proph-
et (PBUH) was brought a piece of cheese in
Tabuk. He called for a knife, mentioned Al-
lah’s name and cut it.”

However, if it was found out that the ren-
net was extracted from a dead animal or one
whose meat 1s unlawful to eat, then it isn't

allowed to eat the cheese made with it. And
Allah knows best.



Question :

The Ministry of Social Development re-
ceives children(1-18) who need protection
and care. They are kept there until their so-
cial conditions are stabilized and they are set
on the right track. Could you kindly clarify
the ruling of Sharia on conditions of separat-
ing males and females in beds, so as to act
upon that?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
the Worlds, and may His peace and blessings
be upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon
all of his family and companions.

Through its wise legislations, Islamic Sharia
has taken man's nature into account. There-
fore, he/she was granted what is beneficial,
and denied what isn't. Moreover, Islam has
paid attention to the issue of gender, and
among God's signs in this universe is that
a male has a special nature that differs from
that of a female.

Aboutthe story of Mary(May Allah be pleased
with her), it was stated in the Quran: “ And
no wise 1s the male Like the female” {Al-im-
ran/36}. It should be taken into consideration
that this verse isn't about favouring one gen-

What Superv1s0rs of Children's Care
Homes are Obliged to Observe

der over the other, rather, it establishes the
difference between both based on the special
nature of each as well as what is of benefit to
them and society.

Accordingly, Islamic Sharia urges guardi-
ans and supervisors at children's care homes
to act as role models in applying the obli-
gations and etiquettes that each child must
have. This is in addition to making them get
used to these before reaching puberty. For
example, asking permission, lowering gaze,
and preserving chastity. Allah, The Almighty
said: “ O ye who believe! let those whom
your right hands possess, and the (children)
among you who have not come of age ask
your permission (before they come to your
presence)” {An-Nur/58}.

The Prophet(PBUH) enjoined separating
boys and girls in beds from early age. He(P-
BUH) said: Command your children to pray
when they become seven years old, and beat
them for it (prayer) when they become ten
years old; and arrange their beds (to sleep)
separately. {Sunan Abi Dawud, 495}.

According to Muslim scholars, it 1s imper-
ative to separate children in beds once they
reach ten years of age, be they brothers,



Selected Fatwas

Poverty doesn t Absolve Husband
from Paying Deferred Mahr

Question :

Does poverty absolve husband from paying
the deferred portion of Mahr(Bridal money)
in case he divorced his wife?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
the Worlds, and may His peace and blessings
be upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon
all his family and companions.

In light of the social norms and the common
practice of community, Mahr is divided into
two portions: advanced and deferred, as stip-
ulated in article(41) of the Civil Status Law
in Jordan: “It is permissible to advance the
payment of the Mahr which is specified in
the marriage contract, and to defer all or part
of it, provided that it is documented. Howev-
er, if the marriage contract doesn't clearly in-
dicate the deferred portion of the Mahr, then
it is considered part of the advanced Mahr.”

The deferred portion of Mahr becomes due
once one of the spouses passes away or di-
vorce takes place.”The husband is obliged
to pay the Mahr in the following cases: con-
summation of the marriage contract, having
valid privacy with wife(Khilwa), passing
away (be it husband or wife).” {Al-Lubab Fi
Shareh Al-Khitab, 3/15}. This 1s stressed in article
(43) of the Civil Status Law.

Moreover, poverty doesn't absolve the hus-
band from paying the deferred portion of
Mahr. Rather, it is a debt that he is obliged
to settle like all other debts, and she has the
right to make a court claim to that end. And
Allah knows best.
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All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all His family and companions.

On the above date, the Board received a ques-
tion sent from a Jordanian citizen via the
Electronic Website of the General Iftaa” De-
partment. It stated as follows:

What is the ruling of Sharia on the invitations
sent to doctors by pharmaceutical companies
to attend scientific conferences overseas,
knowing that travel and accommodation ex-
penses are covered by the companies them-
selves? Also, what is the ruling on inviting
doctors to scientific lectures accompanied
with a fancy business lunch or dinner at a
state hotel?

After deliberating, the Board arrived at the
following decision:

It 1s permissible for doctors to take sample
medications offered by representatives of
pharmaceutical companies as well as attend

Resolution No.(249): “Ruling on Inviting Doctors
to Attend Scientific Conferences and Meetings”

academic conferences, provided that they
adhere to the following rules of Sharia and
the medical profession:

First: It doesn’t affect the doctor's decision
in prescribing the medication that suits the
patient’s condition.

Second: The doctor takes the financial condi-
tion of the patient into consideration.

Third: The doctor adheres to the rules and
regulations governing this sector in the min-
istry or party with whom he works.

Fourth: The doctor’s aim is to achieve pro-
gress in his field of specialty and benefit the
patients.

In conclusion, treatment is the responsibili-
ty of the doctor before Almighty Allah. He/
she should observe the rules of Sharia and
the moral code. Therefore, if the afore invita-
tions and conferences could undermined his/
her adherence to the above rules, then they
should be turned down. And Allah knows
best.



All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Muhammad and
upon all his family and companions.
During its thirteenth session held on the
above date, the Board reviewed a question
sent via the Electronic Website of the Gen-
eral Iftaa’ Department and read as follows:
I'm twenty eight years old and I'm undergo-
ing chemotherapy. I have marital problems
and filed for divorce. My question is: Is it
permissible to withdraw eggs from my ova-
ries to preserve them for future use, in case
I was married to another man, or should di-
vorce take place first, then observe my Id-
dah(Waiting period observed by woman after
divorce or death of husband), then undergo
that procedure?

After deliberating, the Board arrived at the
following decision:

Freezing eggs or sperms is among the inno-
vative matters resulting from medical ad-
vancement. Therefore, clarifying the ruling
of Sharia on such matters should rest on two

Resolution No.(248): “Ruling on
Freezing Woman's Eggs’

general rules of Sharia:

First: In principle, making use of medical
treatment is lawful since the Messenger of
Allah said: “ Make use of medical treatment,
for Allah has not made a disease without ap-
pointing a remedy for it, with the exception
of one disease, namely old age.” {Ahmad;.
Second: Preserving lineage and observing
the sanctity of the wedlock.

If the owners of these eggs and sperms ad-
hered to fertilizing them during valid mar-
riage contracts, there is no harm in doing that
when necessary, whether their withdrawal
and freezing was done during singlehood
or past marriage. What counts, here, is ob-
serving the sanctity of the fertilization by
performing it during a valid marriage con-
tract for both spouses. However, it is safer
and more prudent for the woman to freeze
her eggs and fertilize them within one valid
marriage contract, and this is more prefera-
ble. And Allah knows best.



Resolution No.(247): “Establishing a Private

Investment on Endowed Land”

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Muhammad and
upon all his family and companions.

During its thirteenth session held on the
above date, the Board reviewed the question
sent from His Excellency the General Man-
ager of Awqaf Properties Investment Fund,
and read as follows:

We would like to bring to Your Grace's at-
tention the fact that the Ministry of Awqaf
owns the endowed lands(175,206,226) locat-
ed in the city of Irbid, and estimated at (3355
square kilometers). They were endowed in
1984 in exchange for a piece of land, given to
Irbid's Greater Municipality, to be used as a
graveyard. In the same year, the afore pieces
were allocated for building a Masjid and an
Islamic center, as determined by the resolu-
tion of the Awqaf Board and the approval of

the Municipality. However, an investor has
requested establishing a private investment
on that land along with building the Masjid
and the Islamic center from his own pock-
et. What's the ruling of Sharia in this case,
knowing that there is already a Masjid which
is only 270 meters away from that land.

After deliberating, the Board arrived at the
following decision:

If the purpose for which the land was en-
dowed in the first place was achieved, there
is no harm in investing the rest of that land
for the benefit of the Waqf/endowment. And
Allah knows best.
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Resolution No.(246): “Ruling on Zakah of
Associations and Unions Funds”

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Muhammad and
upon all of his family and companions.

During its thirteenth session held on the
above date, the Board of Iftaa’, Research
and Islamic Studies reviewed the letter sent
from the Chairman of Jordan Housing De-
velopers Association, and read as follows:
“ We would like to ask about the ruling of
Sharia on Zakah’s Nisaab {Minimum amount liable
for Zakah}of the non-profit funds of the Asso-
ciations and Unions, such as Jordan Hous-
ing Developers Association whose incomes
consist of membership fees and other mem-
bers’ annual subscriptions. Moreover, these
funds cover the association’s activities, em-
ployees’ salaries, rents and many other ac-
tivities. Yet, the aforementioned association
is a non-profit party and aims to develop the
career of constructing apartments and build-

ings as is the case with many other unions.
{The statute of the Association is included in
the letter}?

After deliberating, the Board decided the fol-
lowing:

Zakah is a commandment of Allah to a
Muslim with the conditions clarified by the
scripts of Sharia; the first of which is “Pos-
session”, referred to, by jurists, as “ Specific
owner” since it is stated in [Moghni Al-Mohtaj,
12731 Being possessed by a specific owner
is among the conditions that make Zakah on
wealth obligatory.”

Similar to endowment funds, the Zakah con-
dition (Specific owner or owners) doesn’t
apply to the afore parties.

Moreover, Zakah is due on co-operative as-
sociations and other organizations that have

a specific owner or multiple shareholders.
And Allah knows best.




Resolution No.(245): “Tréatment of Gender
Identity Disorder”

During its thirteenth session held on the
above date, the Board reviewed the letter
sent from the Mufti of the Jordan Armed
Forces-Arab Army concerning a question
passed to him by the Royal Medical Servic-
es about two female patients who have what
is known as “Gender Identity Disorder.” Al-
though they have normal female organs and
hormones, their thinking and sexual orienta-
tion are purely masculine. Therefore, they are
demanding gender transformation through
removing their breasts and uteri in addition
to the rest of the genital apparatus, and get-
ting a male genital apparatus later on. Could
you clarify the ruling of Sharia on such case
since it is very rare?

After deliberating, the Board arrived at the
following decision:

What determines femininity and masculinity
is the body itself and its biological features.
The most important of these is the genital ap-
paratus which differentiates males from fe-
males. Therefore, if someone suffered from
gender identity disorder, then it should be
treated in a way that brings things back to
normal, but in line with the basic masculine
or feminine identity of the genital apparatus

of that person, but not by transforming his/
her gender through removal of genitals by
surgery. In fact, it isn't permissible to rely
on psychological disorder as the parameter
determining someone's gender and sexual
orientation. Muslim scholars have arrived at
this conclusion based on the following verse:
“(The Pagans), leaving Him, call but upon
female deities: They call but upon satan the
persistent rebel! God did curse him, but he
said: “I will take of Thy servants a portion
Marked off; “I will mislead them, and I will
create in them false desires; I will order
them to slit the ears of cattle, and to deface
the (fair) nature created by God.” Whoever,
forsaking God, takes satan for a friend, hath
of a surety suffered a loss that is manifest.
Satan makes them promises, and creates in
them false desires; but satan’s promises are
nothing but deception. They (his dupes) will
have their dwelling in Hell, and from it they
will find no way of escape.” {An-Nisa', 117-121}.
In conclusion, transforming someone's gen-
ital apparatus and removing his/her genitals
by surgery to treat what is called “Gender
Identity Disorder” isn't permissible in Sha-
ria. And Allah knows best.



All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

During its twelfth session held on the above
date, the Board of Iftaa’, Research and Is-
lamic Studies reviewed the letter sent from
the Manager of Awqaf of Balqa Governo-
rate requesting using Um Jawza Old Msjid
as cultural forum. Could you kindly clarify
the ruling of Sharia on renovating, using and
leasing that Masjid to the Cultural Directo-
rate of Salt, taking into consideration the fact
that it has been closed for over twenty five
years.

After deliberating, the Board decided the fol-
lowing:

Resolution No.(244): “A Masjid
should be Used as such”

According to Sharia, a Masjid is an Islamic
endowment(Waqf) that may not be used for
a purpose other than that for which it was en-
dowed in the first place, whether a particular
person had made it a Waqf or it became as
such for being used as Masjid. Based on the
fact that it was proven to be a Masjid, it may
not be changed into something else; rather, it
should remain as such, and should be main-
tained and preserved for offering prayers.
However, it may be used for a purpose close
to that of Masjid, such as teaching Quran
and Religious Sciences. But, turning it into a
cultural forum isn't permissible; particular-
ly since Article(1239) of the Jordanian Civil
Code states, “It isn't permissible to change
a Masjid into something else nor change the
use of whatever was endowed to serve that
Masjid in the first place.” And Allah knows
best
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Resolution No.(243): “Ruling on Renting a Piece
of Land to Build a Masjid on it”

All perfect praise be to Allah, The Lord of
The Worlds, and may His peace and bless-
ings be upon our Prophet Mohammad and
upon all his family and companions.

During its eleventh session held on the above
date, the Board reviewed the letter sent from
His Excellency the Minister of Awqaf and Is-
lamic Affairs, Dr. Wa'el Arabiat, and it read
as follows:

Residents of Al-Zira® neighborhood (Hai
Nazal area) submitted a request for building
a Masjid on a piece of land owned by Am-
man's Municipality. The Ministry asked the

Municipality to facilitate that, but the latter
stipulated receiving one hundred Dinars as
annual rent, over a period of twenty years.
See enclosed contract. Could your Grace
clarify the ruling of Sharia on that?

Answer:

After deliberating, the Board decided that
renting the above land from Amman's Mu-
nicipality to build a Masjid on it is permissi-
ble. And Allah knows best.
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