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the patient is a man and the healer is a wom-
an, it is a condition that there isn't a man who
can treat him.”

In some situations, the patient may be a
woman, and it may be difficult to find a fe-
male practitioner. Additionally, a man might
be more skilled and proficient, or the cost of
treatment may be affordable for him while
unaffordable for a female practitioner. In
such cases, it is permissible for the woman to
seek treatment from a male doctor. Howev-
er, there are legal conditions and guidelines
for a man treating a woman and vice versa,
including:

Firstly, avoiding looking at or touching pri-
vate parts except when necessary. Islamic
law has defined the private parts for both
men and women, and it is not permissible
for a man to gaze at the private parts of a
non-mahram woman (not a close relative) or
touch them. This is considered a violation of
the teachings of Islamic law and an infringe-
ment upon modesty and proper conduct. The
Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him)
said: “A man should not see the private parts
of another man, and a woman should not
see the private parts of another woman....”
(Transmitted by Muslim). The general rule
is that looking at or touching private parts is
prohibited unless there is a genuine necessi-

ty. In such cases, Islam permits looking and
touching for the purpose of medical treat-
ment, provided it does not exceed the limits
of necessity, as the extent of necessity is de-
termined by its urgency.

Secondly, it is obligatory to avoid situations
of seclusion (khulwah) that are deemed im-
permissible. The rule for such situations is
when a man and a woman are alone in a
place where there is a potential for suspi-
cion, such as when a man and a woman are
alone in an unmonitored area or when the
door of a room is closed. Seclusion is elim-
inated when examining a female patient, or
in operating rooms, in the presence of her
husband, a mahram (a close male relative),
or the presence of a female nurse with the
doctor. In [Boshra al-Karim, Vol. 1/P. 602], from the
books of the Shafi’i scholars, it is mentioned:
“It is permissible for a man to be alone with
two women, but not the opposite, meaning
it is impermissible for two men to be alone
with a woman.”

Thirdly, it is incumbent upon the doctor, in
general, to consider the ethics of medicine,
including the fear of Allah in treating pa-
tients, sincerity in one’s work, and adhering
to noble ethical standards. And Allah the Al-
mighty knows best.
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Regulations for the Work of a Dentist

Question :

What are the regulations for the work of a
dentist, especially if the dentist is a male?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Medicine is one of the noble humanitarian
professions that is always in demand and is
considered a communal obligation. There-
fore, a certain group of students must be ca-
pable of practicing it to fulfill this humani-
tarian duty. In addition, a physician needs to
possess the highest level of skill and profes-

@ ©2025 (lyjs| 01447 010

sionalism to be able to deal with patients.
In principle, a woman should be treated by
a woman and a man by a man. Accordingly,
sufficient measures should be taken to ensure
the availability of specialized doctors from
both genders. This is considered a communal
obligation in Islam. However, if a special-
ized doctor of the same gender is not availa-
ble, and there is a necessity for a man to treat
a woman or vice versa, it is permissible in
that case.

It is mentioned 1n [Hashiyat al-Bajirmi, Vol. 3/P. 380]
from the books of the Shafi’i scholars: “It is
a condition that there isn't a man capable of
handling the treatment of a man. That is, if



Islamic Ruling on the Prayer of the Person whose
Mind is Impaired

Question :

Is prayer obligatory for an elderly woman
who is suffering from memory loss, taking
into consideration the fact that family mem-
bers assist her in the prayer’s tenets?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

If there is a disturbance in the mind due to
old age, it can either be continuous or inter-
mittent:

If it is continuous, then the obligation (of
performing prayers) is lifted from the person,
and prayer is not obligatory on them at all
due to the absence of the essential condition
for the obligation, which is sanity. Al-Imam
al-Zurgani, may Allah have mercy on him,
said about the conditions of the accountable
person: “The fourth condition is sanity. The

insane person is not accountable by scholar-
ly consensus, and his accountability is im-
possible because he does not comprehend
commands and prohibitions” [Al-Bahr al-Muhit fi
Usul al-Figh, Vol. 2/P. 62].

If he occasionally regains consciousness
and can focus during part of the day, and
he becomes aware that the prayer time has
entered and that it is obligatory upon him,
then he should pray in the best way he can in
his current condition. Allah, the Most High,
says: “So fear Allah as much as you are able”
[Al-Taghabun, 16]. It has been mentioned in the
book [Al-Igna’ fi Hall Alfaz Abi Shuja’, Vol.
1/P. 131]: “The prayer is not waived from
him as long as his sanity is intact, given the
existence of the cause of the obligation.”
Therefore, if the asker's mother is unaware
all the time, then she isn't required to pray
in the first place. However, if she wakes up
at some times and is unaware at other times,
she should perform the obligatory prayer of
that time in the best way she can when she is
awake. If it 1s the time for ‘Asr, she should
also pray Dhuhr because the time for ‘Asr
prayer has entered. Moreover, according to
Islamic Law, the time for ‘Asr is considered
a necessity for Dhuhr. This is evident from
the fact that if one combines Dhuhr with ‘Asr
where he delays their performance to the time
of ‘Asr, it is considered valid (As if Dhuhur
was performed at its normal time). Since she
caught the necessary time for Dhuhr, she is
obliged to pray Dhuhr. The same ruling ap-
plies to the ‘Isha prayer, provided that she
remains sane for a period that enables her
to perform both prayers. For more details,
kindly check {Moghni Al-Mohtajj, Vol.1, P315}. And
Allah the Almighty knows best.
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owner as a business partnership, where they
agree on specific tasks and distribute prof-
its according to a pre-agreed percentage,
can be considered akin to a “partnership in
industries” or “partnership in acceptance.”
According to Imam al-Marghinani, a Hanafi
jurist, such partnerships, where individuals
collaborate on tasks and share the earnings,
are permissible. He stated: “As for a part-
nership in industries, also known as a part-
nership in acceptance, like tailors and dyers
who collaborate in accepting tasks, and the
profit is shared between them; this is permis-
sible.” [Al-Hidayah, Sharh al-Bidaya, Vol. 3/P. 11].

If each partner performs their designated
tasks, each is entitled to their share of the
profit. However, if one partner takes on the
work and compensates
for the shortcomings of
the other partner, they
are not entitled to an
increase beyond their
agreed-upon share of |
the profit, unless it was
stipulated otherwise. If
an increase in the profit
share was not specified,
the partner who con-
tributed more would be
considered as making
a donation. Imam al-
Kasani, a Hanafi jurist,
stated: “Whether they
work together or one of
them works without the |
other, the profit between
them is based on the
agreement because en-
titlement to profit in the
partnership is based on
the condition of work,
not the mere existence
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of work.” [Bada’i al-Sana’i, Vol. 6/P. 62].

In a partnership, it is not permissible for a
partner to work independently for their per-
sonal benefit because the partnership con-
tract is based on trust among the partners.
However, if one partner wishes to work in-
dependently, they must first terminate the
partnership contract.

In conclusion, the teacher who takes on the
responsibilities of the platform owner is not
entitled to anything beyond the agreed-upon
profit in the contract. If the teacher wishes
to work independently, they must first termi-
nate the partnership contract with the plat-
form owner and then proceed to work on
their own afterward. And Allah the Almighty
knows best.




The Impact of one Partner

Question :

I began working with an online platform as
a lecturer for one of the university subjects.
The arrangement was that [ provide (60%) of
the content, and the platform manager takes
(40%) for advertising the course, as well as
uploading the videos to the platform. Lately,
I’ve noticed a lapse in the platform’s respon-
sibilities. I handle the teaching, advertising,
and video uploads, while they haven’t ful-
filled their agreed-upon duties. Is it permis-
sible for me to take the full (100%) consid-
ering their non-compliance with the agreed
terms? I have informed the responsible party
about the shortcomings, but it has been to no
avail. Consequently, I decided to work inde-
pendently without using their platform and

Carrying out the Work
and Compensating for the Shortcomings of the other
Partner in a Business Partnership

take the full percentage. Is this permissible?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

In principle, the contract is the law between
the contracting parties, and the conditions
agreed upon by the parties in the contract
must be adhered to, provided they do not in-
volve anything prohibited. The Prophet Mo-
hammad (peace be upon him) said: “Mus-
lims are bound by their conditions except a
condition that forbids what is lawful.” (Report-
ed by Al-Hakim).

Framing the scenario mentioned in the ques-
tion between the teacher and the platform
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Islamic Ruling on Considering «Niqut» (What is given
as Gifts) Part of one's Zakat

Question :

Can I give my needy friend my zakat money
as a gift for her childbirth?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Zakat is a rightful and obligatory duty on
wealth, with specific conditions defined by
Islamic law. It is given to the eight catego-
ries mentioned in the Quranic verse in which
Allah says {What means}: “Alms are for
the poor and the needy, and those employed
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to administer the (funds); for those whose
hearts have been (recently) reconciled (to
Truth); for those in bondage and in debt; in
the cause of God; and for the wayfarer: (thus
is it) ordained by God, and God is full of
knowledge and wisdom.” {At-Tawbah, 60}.
“Niqut” refers to what 1s given as gifts,
whether in the form of money or other items,
during celebrations and occasions. The in-
tention behind it is a gift from the giver to the
recipient, and it is not a loan that is expected
to be repaid. The respected Islamic scholar,
Ibn Hajar al-Haytami, may Allah have mercy
on him, mentioned: “Regarding the custom-
ary practice of ‘niqut’ in celebrations, it is in-
clined towards being a gift, and the custom-
ary practice does not have an impact unless
someone explicitly says, ‘Take it,” intending
it as a loan and being truthful in that inten-
tion.” [Tuhfat al-Muhtaj, Vol. 5/P. 44].

For the validity of zakat, it is a requirement
that the person giving zakat (muzakki) has
the intention of giving zakat at the time of
payment. It is not necessary to verbally ex-
press this intention or inform the recipient
explicitly that it is zakat. Instead, it suffic-
es for the individual to have the intention in
their heart at the time of giving. Imam al-Ju-
wayni, may Allah have mercy on him, stated:
“If one does not pronounce [the intention]
and intends [to give zakat], the intention suf-
fices without pronouncement.” [Nihayat al-Mat-
lab, Vol. 3/P. 196].

In conclusion, if your friend does not have
enough to meet her needs and is not suffi-
ciently provided for by the person obligat-
ed to support her, it is permissible to give
her the “Niqut” and consider it part of your
zakat. And Allah the Almighty knows best.



Islamic Ruling on Eating Hamster Meat

Question :

What is the ruling of Sharia on eating ham-
ster meat? Is it considered among the ani-
mals whose meat, in terms of permissibility
or prohibition of consumption, is not speci-
fied in Sharia texts and so it is included under
the general principle that things are initially
permissible (Al-Asl fi al-Ashya’ al-Ibahah)?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

The hamster is a small rodent belonging to
the rodent family. It is commonly bred in
European and North American countries.
It falls under the category of rodents and is
distinguished by its wide cheek pouches, al-
lowing it to store food. Hamsters are known
for their ability to live in prairies and fields,
often away from garbage and waste.

There is no mention in the rulings of the ear-
lier jurists regarding the permissibility or
prohibition of consuming hamsters because
the discovery of hamsters occurred later, in
the nineteenth century AD.

As the hamster belongs to the rodent family,
its ruling regarding consumption follows the
ruling of consuming mice, and eating mice
is prohibited (haram) in Islam. Imam Jalal
al-Din al-Mahalli, may Allah have mercy
on him, stated: “(It is prohibited to eat what
1s recommended to be killed, like snakes,
scorpions, and harmful animals), including
mice, and every harmful creature, meaning
creatures that cause harm. The prohibition
1s based on two reasons: the prohibition of
eating them and the command to kill them.

The two Sheikhs (Bukhari and Muslim) nar-
rated the hadith, ‘Five (kinds of animals) are
harmful and should be killed in the Haram
(Sanctuary): the crow, the kite, the scorpi-
on, the mouse, and the rabid dog’” [Sharh
al-Mabhalli ‘ala al-Minhaj, p. 569].

The prohibition on eating mice extends to all
types of mice. Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani, may
Allah have mercy on him, stated: “Mice in-
clude various types, such as the rat, the camel
mouse, the musk mouse, and the field mouse.
The ruling regarding them is the prohibition
of consumption and the permissibility of
killing, both being equal” [Fath al-Bari, Vol.
4/P. 39]. Imam al-Damiri, a Shafi’i scholar,
also mentioned: “Eating all types of mice
is prohibited, except for the jerboa™ [Hayat
al-Hayawan, Vol. 4/P. 243].

The jerboa is a type of mouse characterized
by short forelimbs and long hind limbs. It is
an exception to the general prohibition, and
it is considered permissible (halal) to con-
sume according to the more correct opinion.
The proof of this is that Imam al-Mawardi
said: “Umar (may Allah be pleased with him)
ruled that the person who hunts a jerboa,
while observing Thram for Hajj or Umrah
(Ritual consecration), is required to slaugh-
ter a jafrah (female offspring of sheep). Also,
the Messenger of Allah ordered the killing of
mice but did not command the killing of the
jerboa’ [Al-Hawi al-Kabir, Vol. 15/P. 139].

In conclusion, it is forbidden to eat hamster
meat because it belongs to the rodent family,
which is forbidden to eat. And Allah the Al-
mighty knows best.
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on moderation... and it is disliked to prolong
Qunut similar to the first Tashahhud” [Hashiyat
al-Bajuri, Vol. 1/P. 445].

Moderating the supplication in Qunut is con-
sistent with what is narrated from the Proph-
et Mohammad (peace be upon him). The
supplication in Qunut is brief and light. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “O Allah,
guide me among those whom You have guid-
ed, pardon me among those You have par-
doned, turn to me in friendship among those
on whom You have turned in friendship, and
bless me in what You have bestowed, and save
me from the evil of what You have decreed.
For verily You decree and none can influence
You; and he is not humiliated whom You
have befriended. Blessed are You, O Lord,
and Exalted.” (Reported by Abu Dawood).
It is preferable to limit the supplication in
Qunut to what is established in the Sunnah,
even though any supplication, including
verses from the Quran that contain supplica-
tions, would be valid for Qunut. However,
the preferable practice is what is authentical-
ly reported from the Prophet (peace be upon
him). Imam al-Nawawi mentioned: “In Qun-
ut, any supplication is valid according to the
reliable opinion in the Shafi’i school. If one
supplicates with a verse or verses from the
Quran that include a supplication, Qunut is
valid. However, what is authentically report-
ed from the Sunnah is better” [Al-Adhkar, Vol.
1/P. 61].

It is recommended to combine between two
supplications during Qunut: the first being
the supplication reported from the Prophet
Mohammad (peace be upon him), and the
second being the supplication reported from
Umar ibn al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased
with him). The latter is specifically recom-
mended for the individual and for a con-
gregational prayer with those who agree to
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prolong the Qunut, not with the intention of
elongation but to achieve the virtue of com-
bining the authentic supplication from the
Prophet (peace be upon him) with the sup-
plication of Umar ibn al-Khattab.

The supplication of Umar ibn al-Khattab in-
cludes: “O Allah, we seek Your help, seek
Your forgiveness, seek guidance from You,
rely on You, believe in You, entrust our af-
fairs to You, and praise You for all the good.
We thank You and do not disbelieve in You.
We cast off and forsake those who disobey
You. O Allah, You alone we worship, and to
You, we pray and prostrate, and to You, we
strive and hasten. We hope for Your mercy
and fear Your punishment. Indeed, Your pun-
ishment is due upon the disbelievers. O Al-
lah, punish the disbelievers from the People
of the Book who obstruct Your path, deny
Your messengers, and fight against Your al-
lies. O Allah, forgive the believing men and
women, the Muslim men and women, repair
their relationships, unite their hearts, and in-
still in their hearts faith and wisdom. Make
them steadfast on the path of Your Messen-
ger, and grant them the ability to fulfill the
covenant they made with You. Support them
against their enemies and Your enemies, the
Lord of Truth. And make us among them”
(Reported by al-Bayhaqi). Imam al-Nawa-
wi mentioned, “It is recommended to send
blessings upon the Prophet (peace be upon
him) after the supplication” [Al-Majmu’, Vol. 3/P.
493].

In conclusion, it is disliked for the imam to
prolong the Qunut, and it is recommended
for him to limit it to the supplications that
are authentically reported. However, if he
extends his prayer, it remains valid but this is
dislike. And Allah the Almighty knows best.



slamic Ruling on Prolonging Qunut Supplication

during Fajr Prayer

Question :

What is the ruling of Sharia on prolonging
Qunut supplication during Fajr prayer?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

The Qunut supplication in Fajr prayer is a
confirmed Sunnah according to the narration
of Anas (may Allah be pleased with him),
who reported that the Prophet Mohammad
(peace be upon him) used to recite Qunut in
the Fajr prayer until he left this world. This
narration is reported by Imam Ahmad. Sheikh
al-Islam al-Nawawi, may Allah have mercy
on him, mentioned: “Qunut is recommended
for us in the Fajr prayer, and it is a confirmed
Sunnah. If someone leaves it, his prayer is
still valid, but if he intentionally leaves it, he
should perform Sujood as-Sahw (prostration
for forgetfulness), and the same applies if he

leaves it forgetfully” [Al-Adhkar, Vol. 1/P. 59].
Regarding the duration of Qunut according
the Shafi’i school of thought, the default
principle is that it should be done with mod-
eration. This is because the entire congre-
gational prayer is based on moderation, and
any part of it should follow the same princi-
ple. Additionally, Qunut is linked to the first
Tashahhud in the sense that it takes the same
ruling.

In the Shafi’i madhhab, extending the Qunut
excessively is considered contrary to the Sun-
nah. Some even argue that it may invalidate
the prayer, as it involves prolonging a short
obligatory act (standing up from Ruku’),
which is against the principle of moderation
in prayer. However, the relied-upon opin-
ion in the Shafie madhhab is that the prayer
remains valid, although the elongation is
disliked. Al-Bajuri, a Shafi’i scholar, men-
tioned, “It is disliked to add to it (referring
to the first Tashahhud) due to its foundation
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Mohammad (peace be upon him): “Whoever
vows to obey Allah, let him obey Him, and
whoever vows to disobey Him, let him not
disobey Him” (Narrated by Bukhari).

The scholars have differed regarding the
permissibility of fulfilling a vow contingent
upon a condition before the realization of
that condition. There are various opinions on
this matter:

The Shafi’i scholars differentiate between fi-
nancial vows and physical vows. They per-
mit advancing the fulfillment of a contingent
financial vow but not a physical one. Sheikh
al-Islam Zakariya al-Ansari, may Allah have
mercy on him, stated: “It is permissible to ad-
vance the fulfillment of a financial vow over
the vow related to the self, such as vowing
to free a slave if cured, or to give charity in a
certain amount as in expediting the payment
of Zakat. This is in contrast to physical vows
like fas“[ing” [Asna al-Matalib, Vol. 4/P. 246].

Hajj and Umrah are considered physical
vows, and according to the Shafi’i school,
it is not permissible to advance their fulfill-
ment over the specified time for the person
who made the vow. This is because the anal-
ogy for bodily worship is that it should not be
performed before its obligatory time. How-
ever, the permissibility of appointing some-
one else to perform Hajj or Umrah on be-
half of the one obligated is allowed in cases
of necessity. For more details, kindly check
[Nihayat al-Matlab Vol. 11/P. 187] by Imam al-Hara-
mayn al-Juwayni.

On the other hand, the Hanafi scholars hold
the opinion that if a vow is contingent upon
a condition, and it is fulfilled before the oc-
currence of the specified condition, it is con-
sidered a voluntary act (nafil) and, therefore,
should be repeated after the condition is met.
Imam al-Sharnabilali, may Allah have mer-
cy on him, said: “If a person makes a vow
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contingent upon a condition, such as saying,
‘If Zaid comes, I am obliged to give charity
in a certain amount,” what he did before the
occurrence of the condition does not fulfill
the vow for him. This is because the vow is
contingent upon the condition, and it does
not exist before the condition occurs. The
fulfillment is only valid after the condition,
which was the reason for the vow, has been
met” [Maraqi al-Falah, p. 264].

The Hanbali scholars, on the other hand, hold
the opinion that it is permissible to fulfill a
vow contingent upon a condition before the
occurrence of that condition. Imam al-Bu-
huti, a Hanbali scholar, said: “It is permissi-
ble to fulfill the vow before the occurrence of
its condition, such as paying expiation after
taking an oath but before breaking it.” [Kashaf
al-Qina’ ‘an Matn al-Igna’,Vol. 6/P. 277].

In conclusion, to be on the safe side, it is
advisable for the one who has made a vow
to wait until the condition is fulfilled before
fulfilling the vow to be cleared from liability
before Allah, and this is adopted by schol-
arly consensus. However, if he has already
fulfilled the vow before the condition is met,
and it is difficult or impossible for him to re-
tract it, there is no objection to rule that he is
cleared from liability before Allah, based on
the view of the Hanbali school of thought.
And Allah the Almighty knows best.
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Islamic Ruling on Fulfilling a Vow before its

Condition is Met

Question :

I vowed that if I received a certain amount
of money from a specific source, I would
perform Umrah. However, [ performed
Umrah- with the intention of fulfilling the
vow-before receiving the amount and before
the condition was met. Do I need to repeat
the Umrah after the condition is fulfilled, or
is the Umrah I performed sufficient?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of

the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

The vow is a commitment to a non-man-
datory act of worship in Islam. If the vow
is made, fulfilling it becomes obligatory,
as indicated by the saying of Allah {What
means}, “Then let them complete the rites
prescribed for them, perform their vows, and
(again) circumambulate the Ancient House.”
{Al-Hajj: 29}, and the statement of the Prophet
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Islamic Ruling on Woman Covering her Face
and Hands in Prayer

Question :

Is a woman required to uncover her hands or
fingers during the Tashahhud in prayer?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

The awrah (private parts) of a woman dur-
ing prayer includes her entire body except
for her face and hands. It is permissible to
uncover her face and hands during prayer. In
the Shafi’i school of thought, it is mentioned
in the book “Asna al-Matalib” (Vol.1/P.176):
“The awrah of a free woman during prayer,
and in the presence of a non-Mahram even if
outside of prayer, is her entire body except
for her face and hands, both the back and
front, up to the elbows.”
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It is important to note that permissibili-
ty does not imply obligation. If a woman
prays while covering her face, her prayer
is valid, although it is disliked to cover the
face during prayer. In “Mughni al-Muhta;j”
(Vol.1/P.400), it is mentioned: “It is disliked
to pray in a garment that has images... and
for a man to pray veiled, and for a woman
to pray veiled.” The dislike for covering the
hands is less, as some scholars among the
Hanbalis have stated that it is obligatory to
cover the hands during prayer.

In conclusion, if a woman covers her hands
during the prayer, or if the prayer garment
drapes over her hands during the prayer or
while sitting in the Tashahhud, there is no
obligation for her to uncover her hands, and
her prayer is valid. And Allah the Almighty
knowsbest.



ence or her own disdain, but she should be
generous with what is easy for her, even if
it is little, like the hoof of a sheep, and it is
better than nothing... It is also possible that
the prohibition is directed to the receiver of
the gift, that she should not belittle it.” [Sharh
Sahih Muslim, Vol. 7/P. 120].

However, in some cases, scholars make ex-
ceptions to the recommendation of giving
gifts. Imam Al-Sharbini, may Allah have
mercy on him, said: “And there may be rea-
sons that exempt it (giving gifts) from being
recommended. This includes giving gifts to
authorities and employees - meaning gov-
ernment officials - as it is forbidden for them
to accept gifts from the people under their
authority, especially if it was not their habit
to do so before assuming the position. This
is explicitly stated in its appropriate context.
Another case is when the giver uses it to seek
assistance in committing a sinful act.” [Mughni
al-Muhtaj, Vol. 3/P. 558].”

As for gifts presented to doctors and simi-
lar professionals by pharmaceutical or food
manufacturing companies, or by drug im-
porters, whether in the form of products,
tangible gifts, or material grants, it is per-
missible if it does not influence the doctor’s
decision in prescribing specific treatments
for the patient. The gifts should not make the
doctor prefer a particular type of medication
over others solely because it comes from the
company offering the gifts. However, if the
doctor prescribes what is most suitable for
the patient’s health or financial well-being,
there is no harm in presenting or accepting
such gifts. Nevertheless, it is preferable to
avoid such practices to avoid any suspicion.
If these gifts and grants have an impact on
the professionalism and advice of the doc-
tor, and if their primary purpose is purely
commercial, such as directing patients ex-

clusively to deal with a specific company
without the medication having an advantage
over others, especially with a higher price,
causing financial strain on the patient, and
the doctor failing to provide genuine advice,
then it is prohibited for the company to of-
fer such gifts. Similarly, it is prohibited for
the doctor to accept them. This prohibition is
based on the Quranic verse: “O ye who be-
lieve! Eat not up your property among your-
selves in vanities: But let there be amongst
you Traffic and trade by mutual good-will:
Nor kill (or destroy) yourselves: for verily
God hath been to you Most Merciful! .” {An-
Nisaa', 29}. Additionally, such practices can be
considered bribery, which is explicitly con-
demned. Narrated ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin
al-Aas (RA): Allah’s Messenger (PBUH)
cursed the one who bribes and the one who
takes bribes. [Reported by Abu Dawud].
As for gifts in the form of pharmaceutical or
food samples given to doctors and similar
professionals to be used as free samples, ac-
cepting them is permissible because they fall
under the category of donation rather than
bribery.

In conclusion, if the company offers gifts to
midwives in exchange for them exclusively
promoting their product without it having
any advantage over others, especially with
a higher price, accepting and offering such
gifts is considered haram (Prohibited) as it
falls under the category of bribery. However,
if the company is providing these gifts as a
form of self-promotion without pressuring or
influencing midwives’ decisions, then offer-
ing and accepting the gifts is permissible.
For further details, please refer to the deci-
sions of the Fatwa Council, numbers (145)
and (249), as well as fatwa number (920).
And Allah the Almighty knows best.
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Islamic Ruling on Gifts Presented to Medical

Doctors

Question :

I am the owner of a baby formula agency,
and I want to promote my products by giv-
ing gifts to midwives in hospitals, knowing
that most formula companies engage in this
practice. If I don’t do this, I won’t be able
to continue in the market. Is this permissible
according to Sharia?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

Giving gifts (Hiba) is recommended by
scholarly consensus, and evidence for that is
found both in the Quran and Sunnah. As for
the Quran, Allah says {What means}: “And
give the women (on marriage) their dower
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as a free gift; but if they, of their own good
pleasure, remit any part of it to you, Take it
and enjoy it with right good cheer.” {An-Nisaa,
4;. Imam Al-Baghawi, the Shafi’i scholar and
commentator, said: “but if they, of their own
good pleasure, remit any part of it to you,” it
means if their hearts are pleased with some-
thing from it, they may voluntarily give it
to you.” [Ma’alim al-Tanzil, Vol. 1/P. 566]. As for the
Sunnah, Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) said: “O
Muslim women, a woman neighbor should
not consider even a goat’s hoof too insignif-
icant a gift to give to her neighbor.” [Bukhari
& Muslim]. Sheikh Al-Islam Al-Nawawi said:
“This prohibition of belittling is directed to
the giver of the gift, meaning she should not
refrain from giving charity or a gift to her
neighbor due to her neighbor’s independ-



Islamic Ruling on Deducting a Service Allowance

from the Borrower

Question :

We are a charitable organization that was re-
quested by one of the Islamic institutions to
offer zero-interest loans. Based on this, we
receive a sum of money with the condition
that it is provided as revolving zero-inter-
est loans to the beneficiaries and trainees
from the organization. A 2% deduction is
made from the borrowing beneficiary for the
lending organization, and the beneficiary re-
ceives the amount with a 2% deduction (as
a service fee for the lending organization).
The beneficiary is required to repay the full
amount along with the 2% discount. Is it
permissible to compel the borrower to pay
the amount along with the total loan value,
unrecoverable to the lending organization, in
lieu of services, considering that the 2% will
be allocated to the organization's general ex-
penses: employee salaries, water, electricity,
internet? What is the ruling of Sharia on this?
Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

It is permissible to charge the borrower the
costs of the loan related to administrative
matters, salaries of employees assigned to
monitor loan repayment, and similar expens-
es, provided that the amount paid is equal
to the actual direct cost of loan services and
without any added profit. This is in accord-
ance with the opinion of the Hanafi jurists
who stipulated charging the borrower a fee
for the documentation of the debt. However,
this is subject to the following conditions:
1-The fees should be purely administrative,
without any added profit benefiting the ad-

ministration or institution.

2-They must be calculated precisely, not es-
timated.

3-The fees should cover the expenses of em-
ployees and staff involved in the affairs of
these loans only. If an employee is assigned
multiple tasks, including handling these
loans, their salary should not be included in
the administrative fees.

4-The fees should not include the costs of the
facility and furniture used by the institution
for its other transactions in addition to loan
transactions.

5-The process of calculating administrative
costs should be clearly defined under the su-
pervision of the Sharia committee.

In conclusion, if the lending institution or
supervising authority adheres to these con-
ditions, there is no objection to it; otherwise,
it would be considered impermissible usury.
For further details, refer to fatwa number
(3073). And Allah the Almighty knows best.
He also said (Mughni al-Muhtaj, Vol. 4/P.176): ““The
needy is one who possesses wealth or earns a
lawful income that meets a portion of his suf-
ficiency for food, drink, clothing, and other
necessities he requires for himself, and for
those whose maintenance is obligatory upon
him, similar to what was mentioned for the
poor. However, this wealth or income is in-
sufficient for him, such as someone needing
ten but finding only seven or eight.”

In conclusion, both the poor and the needy
share the common factor of neediness, with
the needs of the poor being more intense
than those of the needy. However, both are
eligible recipients of Zakah. And Allah the

Almighty knows best.
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The Difference between the Poor (al-Faqir) and the

Needy (al-Miskeen)

Question :

What is the definition of both the poor (al-fa-
qir) and the needy (al-miskeen) and what is
the difference between them?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

The eligible recipients of Zakah (obligato-
ry charity) are specified in Islamic law, and
limited to the eight categories mentioned in
the noble Quran. Allah the Almighty states
{What means}: “Zakah expenditures are
only for the poor and for the needy and for
those employed to collect [Zakah] and for
bringing hearts together [for Islam] and for
freeing captives [or slaves] and for those in
debt and for the cause of Allah and for the
[stranded] traveler - an obligation [imposed]
by Allah. And Allah is Knowing and Wise.”
{At-Tawbah, 60}.

Accordingly, the poor (al-faqir) and the
needy (al-miskeen) are among those eligible
to receive Zakah.

The poor and the needy are both character-
ized by their need, but the extent varies for
each. The poor is defined as one who does
not possess wealth or income that suffices for
basic necessities such as food, drink, cloth-
ing, medicine, and shelter at the usual level;
they receive less than half of their needs. On
the other hand, the needy is someone who
has some wealth or earnings that would meet
some of their needs, but are insufficient to
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meet them all; they earn more than half of
their needs and do not reach the level of suf-
ficiency.

Imam al-Khatib al-Shirbini, may Allah have
mercy on him, said: “The poor is one who
has no wealth or earnings that would meet
all his needs, or the sum total of his needs
is beyond his reach... What is meant by his
needs are those which suffice him for food,
clothing, shelter, and other necessities that
are appropriate to his condition, without ex-
travagance or parsimony... If he has earn-
ings but they are insufficient due to illness
preventing him from working, or he cannot
find employment, or he finds work that is
unsuitable for him, or he cannot find lawful
earnings, then he is considered poor.” [Mughni
al-Muhtaj, Vol. 4/P.173].

He also said (Mughni al-Muhtaj, Vol. 4/P.176): “The
needy is one who possesses wealth or earns a
lawful income that meets a portion of his suf-
ficiency for food, drink, clothing, and other
necessities he requires for himself, and for
those whose maintenance is obligatory upon
him, similar to what was mentioned for the
poor. However, this wealth or income is in-
sufficient for him, such as someone needing
ten but finding only seven or eight.”

In conclusion, both the poor and the needy
share the common factor of neediness, with
the needs of the poor being more intense
than those of the needy. However, both are
eligible recipients of Zakah. And Allah the
Almighty knows best.



may be less than the specified number.

Imam al-Buhuti, may Allah have mercy on
him, said: “It is valid to provide a servant, an
animal, or a plowing tool to someone who
works with them in exchange for a portion
of their wages. It is also valid for sewing a
garment, spinning yarn, harvesting crops, or
using someone’s property for a portion of its
shared benefit. This is because it represents
an asset that grows through labor. There-
fore, a contract is valid based on a part of its
growth. For example, trees in Mosagah (A
type of partnership in which the owner of an
orchard agrees to share a stipulated portion
of the produce of the orchard’s trees with a
worker, in exchange for the latter’s irrigation
of the garden) or Muzara'ah (A partnership
in crops whereby one party (the landowner)
presents a piece of land to another (the ag-
ricultural worker) for the latter to cultivate
and maintain in return for a common defined

share in the crop).

This does not contradict the hadith reported
by ad-Daraqutni: “He (peace be upon him)
forbade the hiring of a stallion and the mill-
stone.” This is due to the uncertainty of the
remaining amount after grinding. The benefit
becomes unknown, even if a dirham or more
i1s added to it, the contract is not valid ac-
cording to explicit evidence.” [Dakaiq Uli al-Nahy
li Sharh al-Muntaha, Vol. 2/P. 228].

In conclusion, if the owner of the olive grove
agrees with the worker on harvesting and
pressing the olives in exchange for shares in
proportion to the yield, such as half or one-
third, that is permissible according to Islamic
law. However, if the owner agrees to receive
a specific number of oil tins, such as two or
three, this is not permissible according to
Sharia due to the presence of uncertainty and
ignorance. And Allah the Almighty knows
best.
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Islamic Ruling when Owner of Olive Grove
Stipulates Taking a Certain Number of Olive Oil
Tins after Production

Question :

During the olive harvesting season, some
owners of olive groves arrange for the pay-
ment of olives to those who harvest them, in
exchange for a specific number of oil tins (A
tin takes around sixteen kilos of olive oil).
The owner of the trees might say to the work-
er, “Harvest my grove, and give me three tins
after the extraction of the olive oil.” What is
the ruling of Sharia on this?

Answer :

All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

The Juzaz (olive harvesting arrangement)
is a contract between the owner of the ol-
ive trees and the worker, where the worker
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is responsible for harvesting the olives only
during the season, without being involved in
the care of the trees. The default principle in
[jarah (leasing) contract is that it should be
a known and predetermined amount, and it
should not be a percentage of the yield, as
per the Shafi’i school of thought. However,
the Hanbali scholars have allowed the rent to
be a share of the yield. For such an arrange-
ment to be valid, it is necessary that the share
is determined in proportion to the yield, such
as half for half or one-third for two-thirds,
and so on.

If the owner of the olive grove stipulates that
he will take three oil tins after the extraction
process, this is not valid according to Islamic
law (Sharia). This is because it involves un-
certainty and ignorance, as the quantity of oil



Question :
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prayer valid?

Answer :

: All perfect praise be to Allah the Lord of
the Worlds. May His peace and blessings be
upon our Prophet Mohammad and upon all
his family and companions.

The recitation of Surah Al-Fatiha is a pil-
lar (Rukn) of prayer, and prayer is not valid
without it. This applies to the Imam (Person
leading people in prayer), the one following
the Imam, or the one praying alone, and in
both the prayer in which the Quran is recited
aloud and the prayer in which the Quran is
recited silently. The evidence for this is what
was narrated by Ubada bin As-Samit from
the Prophet (peace be upon him) that he said,
“Whoever does not recite Al-Fatiha in his
prayer, his prayer is invalid.” {Transmitted by Bh-
khari & Muslim}.

Sheikh al-Islam al-Nawawi, may Allah have
mercy on him, said: “Reciting Al-Fatiha for
the one who is able to do so is an obliga-
tion as well as a pillar of prayer. It is also
a requirement and cannot be replaced by a
translation into a language other than Ar-
abic or the recitation of other verses from
the Quran. Its obligation is the same for all
prayers, whether obligatory or supererogato-
ry, the prayer in which the Quran is recited
aloud and the prayer in which the Quran is
recited silently, for both men and women,
travelers, children, those standing, sitting, or
lying down, and in situations of extreme fear
and others. The obligation is the same for the
Imam, the person following the Imam, and

Reciting Al-Fatiha with its Entire Letters is an
Obligation in Obligatory Standing (Qiyam)
Some prayer performers start reciting Al-Fatiha when rising for the next Rak’ah

before fully standing upright. Consequently, the phrase (Bismillahir Rahmanir Ra-
heem) or a part of it may occur before completing the standing position. Is their

the one praying individually/alone.” [Al-Ma-
jmu’ Sharh Al-Muhadhdhab, Vol. 3/P.326].”

The recitation of Al-Fatiha is obligatory in
the standing position (Qiyam) when it is ob-
ligatory. This means that the entire Surah, in-
cluding the Basmala, must be recited while
standing. Reciting any part of Al-Fatiha out-
side of the standing position, even if it is just
one letter, before achieving the upright po-
sition, is not permissible. If someone recites
any portion of Al-Fatiha in a position other
than standing, they must repeat it. Failure to
do so invalidates the prayer, and the prayer
must be repeated; otherwise, the prayer be-
comes invalid. The Shafi’i scholar al-Alama
Ba’ashan al-Hadrami, may Allah have mer-
cy on him, said: “The obligations of Al-Fa-
tiha are ten, and all of them must be fulfilled
while standing if it is obligatory.”” [Bisharat
al-Karim fi Sharh Masa’il al-Ta’alim, p. 209].
In conclusion, it is obligatory to recite the
entire Al-Fatiha with all its letters, including
the Basmala, in the obligatory standing posi-
tion (Qiyam). It is emphasized to be vigilant
about such an action because failure to do so
results in the invalidation of the prayer. It is
advisable for the worshiper to seek refuge
in the prescribed supplications (‘A’oodhu
Billahi min al-Shaytaan ir-rajeem’ ) before
reciting Al-Fatiha, as it acts as a protective
barrier in safeguarding the proper recitation
of Al-Fatiha. And Allah the Almighty knows

best.”
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mence Prayer):

The Igamah for a congregation of women is
recommended, performed by one of them.
This is because the Iqgamah is primarily to
rouse those present, and there is no raising
of the voice in it that would cause concern.
It is also recommended for a woman praying
alone to make the Iqgamah for herself.

Itis not valid for a woman to make the Iqamah
for a man. Does she become sinful by doing
so, engaging in a corrupt act of worship, by
analogy with the Adhan before its time? This
is a possibility, but Imam Al-Shabramallisi
considered the closer possibility to be the op-
posite, and Imam Al-Shirwani followed him
in this.

Ruling on a Woman Raising Her Voice with
the Quran in Prayer and Outside It:

It is permissible for a woman to raise her
voice when reciting the Holy Quran in prayer
and outside it, even though listening to the
recitation is recommended. However, it is
disliked for her to vocalize her recitation in
prayer in the presence of a non-mahram, for
fear of temptation.

Imam Al-Shirbini differed from the preced-
ing ruling, arguing that her recitation should
be like the Adhan, because it is recommend-
ed to listen to the Holy Quran, thus resem-
bling the Adhan.

The difference between recitation and Adhan
is that recitation is legislated for women in
principle, and the dislike only arises due
to an incidental factor, which is the fear of
temptation, unlike the Adhan which is not
legislated for women, as it is a male func-
tion. Furthermore, it is not recommended to
look at the reciter, unlike the Mu’adhdhin.
Thus, the analogy of reciting the Holy Quran
with the Adhan is not sound. In any case, it is
forbidden for a non-mahram to listen to her
recitation with desire or fear of temptation.

@ ©2025 (lyjs| 01447 010

Raising a Woman’s Voice with Talbiyah in
Hajj:

It is recommended for a man to raise his
voice with the Talbiyah (the pilgrim’s chant,
“Labbayk Allahumma Labbayk”) as long as
it does not harm him. For a woman, it is rec-
ommended to lower her voice with the Tal-
biyah such that she can hear herself. This is
because there is a fear of temptation from her
voice, as a woman’s voice might be a cause
of temptation for the listener, and her voice
might even be more tempting than looking
at her.

If she raises her voice with the Talbiyah, her
ruling is similar to one who raises her voice
with the Quran in prayer:

It is disliked for her to raise her voice with
the Talbiyah in the presence of non-mahram
men, but not forbidden — even if she raises
her voice louder than what her female com-
panions can hear — because her voice is not
‘awrah, and because listening to her during
her Talbiyah is not recommended, and be-
cause everyone is occupied with their own
Talbiyah from listening to others’.

If the woman is alone, or in the presence of
other women, or her husband, or mahrams,
then she may vocalize her Talbiyah without
dislike, just as she vocalizes her recitation
of the Quran in her loud prayers when no
non-mahram is present.



may occur without deprivation of reward.
However, Imam Al-Shabramallisi preferred
that she is not rewarded, stating that this is
the closer opinion, because prayer is legis-
latively required from her, and she is pun-
ished for abandoning it, so she is rewarded
for performing it in a usurped place, unlike
the Adhan, from which she is prohibited, so
she is not rewarded for it.

If a woman calls the Adhan for women to
the extent they can hear, without raising her
voice, and without intending the Adhan as an

act of worship in itself, but intending it as a
remembrance of Allah the Almighty, then it
is neither forbidden nor disliked for her. It is
permissible but not recommended, because
the Adhan is not recommended for them
even in the absence of men. It is considered
a remembrance of Allah the Almighty and a
form of Adhan, but not a legislatively valid
Adhan. If any of these conditions are not
met, her Adhan becomes forbidden, even if
there is no non-mahram present.

Ruling on a Woman’s Iqamah (Call to Com-
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Rulings Related to the Voice of a
Woman according to the Shafi>i Figh

Is a Woman’s Voice ‘Awrah?

A woman’s voice is not considered ‘aw-
rah according to the more correct opinion.
Therefore, her prayer is not invalidated if she
vocalizes (raises her voice in prayer), and lis-
tening to it 1s permissible as long as there is
no fear of temptation (fitnah) or the listener
does not derive pleasure from it. If tempta-
tion is feared, or if the listener derives pleas-
ure from it (even if temptation is not feared),
then listening to it becomes forbidden, even
if it’s the Quran. So, all the discussions we
will have, which permit a non-mahram man
to listen to a woman’s voice, forbid listening
to any of it with desire or fear of temptation.
What is Meant by “Fear of Temptation (Fit-
nah)”?

The meaning of “fear of temptation” refers
to an incitement towards intercourse or se-
clusion (khalwah), or that if a man were to be
alone with the woman, something forbidden
would occur between them.

What is the Ruling on a Woman Saying the
Adhan (Call to Prayer)?

The jurists have mentioned that among the
conditions for the validity of the Adhan is the
“maleness of the caller (Mu’adhdhin),” as it
is a function specific to males. Therefore, it
1s forbidden for a woman to raise her voice
with the Adhan absolutely, and she receives
no reward for it. This is because the Adhan
1s not legislatively required from her, and be-
cause it involves imitation of men. Even if
she does not intend to imitate them, the im-
itation exists because it is specific to males.
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By Dr. Mufti
Hassan Abu Arqoub

Furthermore, with the raising of the voice,
there 1s a fear of temptation. Enabling her
to do so would lead to inclining people to-
wards something that causes temptation, as
it is recommended to listen attentively to the
Mu’adhdhin and look at him. Both of these
actions, when directed towards her, lead to
temptation. If the Adhan were permitted
for women, it would lead to commanding a
non-mahram man to listen and look at some-
thing from which temptation is feared, which
1s impermissible.

If a woman performs the Adhan but does
not raise her voice, yet intends to imitate
men, her Adhan is forbidden. Thus, for the
prohibition to exist, one of two reasons is
required: raising the voice, or intending to
imitate men. Imam Al-Bujairmi preferred
that the relied-upon reason is the intention to
imitate men.

If a woman calls the Adhan for men, her
Adhan is invalid and not accounted for, be-
cause her leading men in prayer is not valid,
thus her calling the Adhan for them is not
valid, and she would be sinful. According
to the relied-upon opinion, there is no dif-
ference among men between mahrams and
non-mahrams. It is not obligatory for a man
who hears a woman’s Adhan to block his
ears, because listening to her is only forbid-
den when there is fear of temptation.
Since the Adhan is forbidden for her, is she
rewarded or not? Some scholars preferred
that she is rewarded, by analogy with pray-
ing in a usurped place, because punishment



ed land, sending a message to generations
after them that their new homeland is a land
where there is no laziness in work, and that
diligence is required from every individual,
and that the honor of homelands is only built
upon the shoulders of honorable people. As
for idleness in building and developing na-
tions, it is the work of hypocrites and peo-
ple of misguidance. Therefore, the Prophet’s
(peace be upon him) response was to sup-
plicate for them with mercy and forgiveness,
saying:

There is no life but the life of the Hereafter;
O Allah, have mercy on the Ansar and the
Mubhajirin.

The Prophet (peace be upon him) completed
the journey of building the Ummah by build-
ing the human being simultaneously with es-
tablishing the infrastructure. He commanded
the brotherhood between the Muhajirin (the
converts to Islam and the Islamic prophet
Muhammad’s advisors and relatives, who
emigrated from Mecca to Medina) and the
Ansar (the early Muslims from Medina) so
that their hearts would shake hands as their
hands did, and their souls would meet as
their bodies met in obedience to Allah and
His piety. He (peace be upon him) com-
manded them to purify their souls from the
tribalism of ignorance and the impurities of
idolatry. Through them, the Ummah of good-
ness and love was established, and Allah the
Almighty called them “the successful ones”
— those whose striving prospered, whose toil
blossomed, and who saw the fruits of their
work in this world before the Hereafter. Al-
lah the Almighty says {what means}: “{For
the poor emigrants who were expelled from
their homes and their properties, seeking
bounty from Allah and [His] pleasure and
supporting Allah and His Messenger — those
are the truthful. And [also for] those who set-

tled in the home [Madinah] and [accepted]
the faith before them. They love those who
emigrated to them and find not any want in
their breasts of what the [emigrants] were
given but give [them] preference over them-
selves, even though they were in privation.
And whoever is protected from the stingi-
ness of his soul — it is those who will be the
successful.} [Al-Hashr/ 8-9].

When these two great pillars in the Um-
mah were completed — meaning the pillar
of knowledge, whose light shone from the
Mosque, and the pillar of unity and love
among the people of the same nation — sub-
mission to the foundation of justice in society
became voluntary. So the Prophet (peace be
upon him) established a document for them
to regulate their affairs and inform them of
their rights, and he built a strong economy
for them that protected their livelihood, and
he withdrew financial control from the hands
of their enemies.

With these pillars, the Prophet (peace be upon
him) was able to build an Ummah that Allah
the Almighty called in His Book: “{You are
the best nation produced for mankind...}” [Ali
‘Imran/ 110]. This blessed Ummah will remain a
bright, white page in the book of time, a his-
tory inscribed by believers in letters of light,
and by the will of Allah the Almighty, it will
remain a witness to its superiority, righteous-
ness, and goodness over all nations under the
banner of our master, the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him), the leader of the Um-
mah, its Imam, and its role model, through-
out all ages and times. Allah the Almighty
says {what means}: “{And thus We have
made you a middle nation that you may be
witnesses over the people and the Messenger
may be a witness over you.}” [Al-Baqarah/ 143].
And all perfect praise be to Allah, the Lord

of the Worlds.
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ing on Allah Almighty, are proper planning
and sound preparation. If he (peace be upon
him) had wished, it would have sufficed for
him to raise his hands to the sky and sup-
plicate to his Lord, glorified be He, until
Al-Buraq came obediently and submissively,
transporting him and those with him with a
mere sign in the blink of an eye to any des-
tination he desired. However, he (peace be
upon him) teaches us that walking the path
of Hijrah is not by mere wishes, and building
nations does not depend on the occurrence
of miracles. Rather, it is by combining pre-
paring the provisions with submission and
delegation (to Allah), and by taking physi-
cal provisions after spiritual provisions, as
Allah the Exlated says {what means}: “And
take provisions, for indeed, the best provi-
sion is righteousness.” [Al-Bagarah/ 197]. Then,
by choosing the best of companions for the
journey, accompanied by turning to Allah in
supplication: “(O Allah, You are the Com-
panion in travel and the Successor over my
family),” and by changing the accustomed
route known to the polytheists, while adher-
ing to the station of “Guide us to the straight
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path.” Thus, the pillars of submission to the
will of the Almighty Truth were complet-
ed, and the meanings of harmony between
divine legislation and sincere servitude be-
came manifest, and the meanings of beauty
were perfected in combining revelation and
sound judgment, embodied in the person and
actions of the Prophet (peace be upon him).
When the Prophet (peace be upon him) ar-
rived in those new lands, he found what he
had sought when he departed from a people
who chose to live in the darkness of igno-
rance, whose eyes were blinded by the light
of faith, and who chased the signs of guid-
ance in the desert with the edges of swords,
to a people who welcomed those lights at the
gates of Madinah with the beating of drums.
They believed that the power of change in the
Ummabh lies within itself, that the secret of
its strength is in the unity of its children, and
that faith does not require seeing miracles,
but rather requires purifying the self. Their
faith in the Prophet (peace be upon him) was
before they saw him, and their love for him
was before they met him, because when the
sweetness of faith penetrates the souls, spir-
its submit to it and limbs obey it.

The Prophet (peace be upon him) invested
that great power of faith by building a struc-
ture in Madinah — which was Quba Mosque
— for the worship of Allah the Almighty. The
companions chanted that immortal anthem
during its construction, whose echoes reso-
nate in hearts before ears, and invite us to
reflect on its words that form a way of life:
If we sit while the Prophet works, that would
be a misleading act from us.

This anthem shows us the methodology of
the companions and their view of their new
homeland. They carried building blocks on
their shoulders, raising with them the edifice
of their ancient future in the pure, illuminat-



The Noble Prophetic Migration:
A Journey of Building and
Belonging

companions, and followers, and whoever follows them in
goodness until the Day of Judgment.

The blessed Prophetic Migration (Hijrah), whose anni-
versary Muslims commemorate every year, is one of the
most significant events in all of human history. This is
due to the profound lessons and noble stances it embod-
1es, which were instrumental in the rise of the Islamic
nation (Ummah) whose light shone forth to dispel the
darkness of ignorance (Jahiliyyah) and rectify the course
of humanity.

The honor of this great journey became manifest through
the gathering of the believers and the unification of sin-
Dr. Ahmad Al-Hasanat cere efforts to build a nation founded on brotherhood,
love, and affection, strengthened by the blessings of di-
vine revelation and divine planning. Thus, it served as a
lesson for us in every time and place, teaching us how
an Ummabh rises after its lethargy, how it heals after its
illness, and how it strengthens after its weakness.

This blessed journey began after harsh conditions suf-
fered by Muslims in Makkah, characterized by their
small numbers, the abandonment of kin who could have
supported them, the loss of aid from friends, and the
grim hostility of distant enemies. This continued until
the Prophet (peace be upon him) became certain that the
hearts of the people of Makkah had hardened to the point
of turning to stone, their emotions withered until they be-
came blunt, nobility vanished from their characters, and
hope in them was severed!

At that time, the command came from Allah the Al-
All praise is due to Allah, the mighty to depart to the lands of a people whose thirsty
Lord of the Worlds, and may hearts yearned to quench their thirst from the spring of
peace and blessings be upon faith, and who pledged allegiance to the Prophet (peace
the most honorable of creation be upon him) for victory and empowerment. Thus began
and messengers, our master that blessed journey, which commenced with a divine
Muhammad, the trustworthy command, followed by taking human means. This was a
guide, and upon his family, lesson for us from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) that the first steps to success, after rely
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