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Ruling on Using Filthy and Forbidden Substances
in Food and Pharmaceutical Industries

Prof. Abdulnaser Abo Al-Basal

Abstract

Food and medicine are among the necessities of life. Today, there is
a heavy reliance on diverse and innovative industries, imported or local.
Consequently, this contemporary issue needs jurisprudential research
that shows the controls of what is lawful and unlawful in substances and
additives used in food and medications.

This paper commences with introducing the concept of filth, de-
termining filthy or forbidden substances, the ruling on using them for
treatment, the ruling on using some filths in food industries, such as the
gelatin and fat extracted from dead animals or swine, and the ruling of
Sharia on using them in cheese.

As for pharmaceutical and related industries, they fall into two parts.
First: Pharmaceutical substances, which highlight the use of gelatin and
insulin, extracted from swine or dead animals. Second: The ruling of Sha-

ria on using these substances in cosmetic industries.

After researching, reviewing the opinions of jurists and examining
the issues of transformation, consumption and their effect on cleanness,
the preponderant opinion is that it isn't permissible to use extractions
from swine, be that fat or gelatin in normal circumstances since they
can be substituted for by extractions from animals of lawful meat. It is
also the preponderant opinion that it is permissible to use extractions
from dead animal after having transformed into another substance th-
rough manufacturing or were consumed in the pure substance extracted
from dead animal.
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