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Abstract
"Features of Public Interest from the Intellectual Perspective of the Companions:
An Approach on the Establishment of the Rules of Public Interest”

By Dr. Abdelkarim Bennani

The public interest is one of the legislative and Ijtihad - based concepts that wasn't given enough
examination from the perspective of Magasid Al - Sharia. This is despite the societal need for studying
its rules and clarifying its controls, foundations and approaches.

Therefore, discussing public interest in light of the methodology of the companions (May Allah
the Almighty be pleased with them), within the framework of its foundational approaches, is a scien-
tific method that serves the Muslims. The adoption of this principle by the companions through the
cases presented to them shows their broad - mindedness and intellectual rigor.

There was a variety of approaches and foundations adopted by the companions in establishing
their view of the public interest. They employed the fundamentals of jurisprudence as basic build-
ing block serving the interest - based approach and achieving its objectives and meanings, whether it
relates to the employment of analogy in its general sense or closing the means, or other principles. It
also takes into account the hierarchical approach that is based on the principle of development and
spread of the matter among people, on which the [jtihad regarding this issue is based. This feature has
also appeared in establishing approaches to remove the conflict between the public and private inter-
est through giving priority to the public interest because it is beneficial to the majority of the people.
This is in addition to removing the contradiction between public interests and public evils through
establishing the rules for warding off harm, which the jurisprudential thought dwelled on after that.
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